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HAM TOWER NOXIOUS AND OFFENSIVE 


According to Indian River County Judge 


-by Gerry Wentz (KC4EHT) 


The Editor interviewed Dave Brower on March 15th to 
obtain some insight into the tower controversy that is 
‘brewing in Vero Beach. The outcome of this case, now in 
appeal, may set a precedent that will. impact all amateur 
radio operators in the United States and is drawing interest 
nationally. 


Three years ago, Dave (WA4NST) and Sharon (N4XLF) 
Brower were shopping around for a new home and found one 
in Suburban Acres in Vero Beach. Dave, who is an avid CW 
DXer and his wife, a SSB DXer, were certainly aware that 
some neighborhoods fabricate ridiculous deed restrictions 
designed to prohibit various and sundry antennas. With that 
in mind, Dave was careful to ensure that their new home 
would be free of deed restrictions and of course have a good 
location for their amateur radio station. 


‘“‘We found a good deal on a nice home in Suburban 
Acres, we studied the papers and it didn’t appear that there 
were any deed restrictions,’ Brower said. For over two 
months, Dave and Sharon operated on all bands using a 
vertical antenna, They never received a single complaint. It 
was not until the Browers erected their DXers dream tower, a 
68 foot Rohn tower with a Telrex 5-element 20 meter 
monobander, a 10-15 duo-bander, and an Isopole to access 
the DX Cluster; that suddenly there were problems with any- 
and everything. What has transpired since then is the amateur 
radio operator’s worst nightmare. 


-Dave immediately addressed the interference complaint. 


He had his station checked out by a certified 1st Class 
Telecommunications Technician who pronounced his station 
fit. Dave then approached the neighbor and told him that he 
would attempt to resolve the interference problem. ‘‘I will 
work with you,’’ Dave informed him. But the reply that he 
received was indicative of the real issue at hand. The 
neighbor replied, ‘‘That’s fine, but I want that tower taken 
down.’’ Within days, after the tower was erected, the 
Browers received telephone threats. The tower was going to 
be dynamited. Despite the threats, Dave tried to reason with 
his neighbor and inquired as to what exactly was the 
problem. ‘‘I don’t like the way it looks and it gotta come 
down,”’ said his friendly neighbor. The neighbor enlisted the 
support of other neighbors and they finally decided that the 
‘‘legal’’ issue was that the tower was in violation of the deed 
restrictions for Suburban Acres. It is interesting that, at the 
same time as this case/suit was pending, an unknown person 
or persons resorted to not-so-legal tactics such as phone 
threats and sticking nails in the coax cable. Eventually seven 
households filed suit in the 19th Judicial Circuit and the 
Browers were served with a summons in December 1990 for 

alleged deed restriction violations. 


The case was presented before Curcuit Judge Charles E. 
Smith of the 19th Judicial Circuit in and for Indian River 
County Florida. According to Brower, his attorneys, led by 
Clifford Miller, made a brilliant presentation. However, 
Judge Smith was obviously not impressed and he ruled that 
Brower’s radio transmissions were ‘“‘noxious and offensive 
activity’? and the appearance of the tower and antenna is an 
‘annoyance and nuisance’’ to the neighborhood. 


Judge Smith wrote, ‘‘This large, tall tower and antenna 
sticks out like an eyesore to this subdivision and neighbor- 
hood.’’ He also ruled that the tower is a building that exceeds 
the two story limitation for building in the deed restrictions 
and limitations of the subdivision. The deed restrictions are 
silent about antenna support structures. 


Sharon and Dave Brower are both college graduates and 
have highly respectable and responsible positions in society. 
It is not like they were undesirables who drifted into town 
and managed to pull off the purchase of a house in a decent 


neighborhood. With a marked sense of sarcasm in his voice, 


Dave told me, ‘‘It was like they (the neighbors) were here 
first so we can’t play in their sandbox.’’ Every so often, 
during our interview, Dave would mutter, ‘‘They didn’t like 
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SILENT KEYS 


We are deeply sorry to report the passing of the following 
Florida Amateur Radio Operators. If you hear of any S/K in 
your area please notify the new Skip editor, Jerry KC4EHT. 


Hallandale 
Naples 

Mary Esther 
Umatilla 
Melbourne 
Bradenton 
Merritt Island 
De Land 
Zephyrhills 


Morse Engleman 
Edward S. Bednar 


Hilton Handley 
Marion Wingfield 
Theodore Dell 
Arthur F. Markel 
Allen E. Apple 
Kenenth Bauer 
Marjorie Prachar 
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Gerry (KC4EHT), Managing Editor 


Having returned home from the Orlando HamCation, most — 
assuredly exhausted by his first solo stint as a booth tender for 
FLORIDA SKIP, the Managing Editor thought it might be 
interesting to share his views of the hamfest as seen from the 
other side. 


The memory of the sound of my tower tumbling down, 
succumbing to the wicked winds of winter’s swansong, was 
still fresh in my mind. I hurriedly prepared the FLORIDA 
SKIP booth for the hoards of freezing humanity, eager to get 
in the warmth of the hall. Still unpacking my cartons, I 
glanced to my right to see what looked like an anthill that had 
been disturbed. The fanciest words I can think of to describe 
my reaction would be ‘‘accelerated preparation.’’ However 
unprepared I was, I was immediately busied taking in 
subscriptions to the SKIP and answering the question, 


_ **Where’s Andy?’’ 


The attendance at the hamfest far surpassed what I would 
think reasonable for the weather conditions that prevailed in 
Orlando. I think the motto for the postal service, ‘*‘Neither 
wind, nor rain, nor......’’ is more apropos for a ham. The 
hamfest attendance was:a testimony to the fact that the will of 
the amateur radio service cannot be broken whether it be to 
attend a hamfest or to brave the elements to provide our 
valuable service in times of emergencies: 


Watching a seething mass of people go by you for hours on 
end is not the most fun. A ham at a hamfest has this driving 
desire to inspect every table and every piece of equipment, 
whether one is in dire need of it or not. AND one makes the 
first inspection in the shortest time possible so that one can do 
it the second time, this time beginning a type of brain sort of 
the items to be placed on the ‘‘buy or look seriously at’’ list to 
be considered the third time around. You see, poor me, stands 
helplessly behind the subscription table watching my odds of 
getting a real deal diminish by thousands as people pour by. 
I'll bet I have you all shedding a little tear by now eh? 


Beside me was NUTS AND VOLTS and across from me 
STANDARD RADIO. I had occasional moments to chat with 
them and found that I was showing symptoms of ‘‘Terminal 
Stare’’ syndrome that is common among vendors subjected to 
endless hours of people milling by, all asking similar 
questions, drinking lots of coffee and having horrible panic set 
in when one realizes that one made no provision in planning 
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Doc (W4SME), Editor 


Did you know that the Florida Phone Traffic Net Family 
meets every morning at 0655 local time on 3940 khz and 
there’s always about a 15 minute warmup before the Net 
begins? Well, now that you know, how’s about dropping in 
and join us and have some fun making friends and passing 
traffic. During the 28 days of February, all 49 of you Regular 
members plus 165 Travelers amassed 1206 checkins averag- 
ing 43 per session! The Net handled 379 pieces of formal 
traffic or an average count of 13.5 per session. Band 
conditions reflected many days of severe sun-spot distur- 
bance with a very high noise level and depressed propagation 
at our early hour. But in spite of these adverse conditions, the 
Net kept the average message time at 2.3 min/message. 
Congratulations. The HONOR ROLL for the monthly 
contained the calls of fifteen stations: KI4CQ, WD4DAH, 
WA4EYU, N2RF, N4GMU, K2GNZ, WA4JDH, NT4K, 
KB4L, KB4MON, K4NKA, K4SJA, W4SME, WA9VND, 
WB4ZVD. And to each, a clink of a glass of bubbly. In the 
90% or better elite group, we find KO4DR, WA4EIC, 
KB4FIY, KD4IVP, N4JAQ, K4KIC, KB4WCX, WB4WYG 
and if we are to combine all these, they comprise 47% of the 
total membership who check in more than 90% of the time. 
I’m sure that there are a lot of net managers that would like 
to be able to publish numbers like that. THANKS FAMILY, 
YOU ARE GR.GR.GR.GREAT! 


The Bon Aire flash, Ernie Tisher, K4KIC merits the 
GOLDEN COOKIE AWARD for the month of February 
when he became the 1000th station to check in on the 26th. 
We had a couple of our FAMILY that had to take days off 
for medical care and we welcome back Roy, K4EJW and as 


of early March, we are awaiting the return of K2GNZ. Hurry © 


back Charlie, we miss you. The flu bug bit Madam Evelyn, 
W4WYR following the Miami bash and as of early March, 
she had finally regained control of her tonsils. 


Speaking of the Miami Hamfest, if you didn’t make it, 
you missed a good one and OARC will have had their big 
bash by the time you get to read this. Hope I had a chance to 
see you there for the Traffic Handler’s Breakfast. I want to 
take this time to ESPECIALLY thank each and every one of 
' our travelers for joining us and there were 165 who came, 
checked in, brought traffic and some took traffic. That’s an 
average of 6 per session and that’s wonderful. Now, if we 
could get them to set their alarms for every morning, we 
could expand our regular net member roster to over 50 active 
stations, Hey Guys and Gals, by the time you read this, the 
Easter Bunny will be hopping around looking for ways to 
send greetings to loved ones. Let’s get out and capture some 
of that traffic so we can be the ones to carry the greeting to 
their destinations. Checking the SAR listings, I note that 
there are still a few stations that seem to forget to get their 
reports to their Section Traffic Manager by the 3rd of the 
month. Please write yourself a message so you won't forget 
this month. The FPTN meets daily at 1155UTC on 3940khz 
and welcome all stations who would like to checkin and join 
the net. It’s 30. for now es 73, DOC, W4SME. 


FROM MORT, WX4H...FMTN NET MANAGER 


Florida Mid-Day Traffic Net meets daily at 1700 UTC 
1200 EST on 7247.5 khz. Everyone is welcome. The warmup 
session immediately precedes the net. The net had 28 great 
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sessions but most important were the first thirteen when it 
seemed like the Valentine Bug bit everyone. The net had 
traffic flowing like crazy and all stations were there to help 
bring and take the traffic. Just a super effort by everyone. 
Thanks much ladies and gentlemen for boosting the February 
traffic count. Sixteen stations made high marks for regular 
checkins, and they were: WB4WYG, WA4QXT, WA9VND, 
NR2F, WB4QKI, KC4VK, K4EUK, AB4PG, WA4EYU, 
N4JAQ, W4NRT, N4UG, KC4FL, N4HAS, K9EHP, and 
WA4RUE. Congratulations. Let’s not forget KB4un, from 
sunny Arcadia and all the travelers that came and brought 
traffic and took traffic. The net Manager really appreciates 
the fact that so many are so consistent which makes for an 
efficiently busy net. Keep it up. The net needs the business. 
Don, W4KTV from Zellwood, Ruppert, N4CIJ from Middle- 
burg, Cef, AA4CH from Perrine, WD4NFG, Mac from Port 
St. Joe all joined the net during the month along with Dave, 
WAIRWO and Mac, N4RYX. Welcome aboard and come 
back often. As your Net Manager, I am going to ask you to 
do me a favor. Won’t you PLEASE drop me a line or better 
yet send me a message and tell me what your rig is. What 
kind of an antenna doe you use, and what other nets that you 
attend. If you are liaison to other nets, be sure to let me 
know so that you can receive credit. Soon the winds of 
March will have us all flying kites and not long after Spring 
will bust out all over. We all know what that does to band 
conditions. Until next time, stay well, hope you had a great 
time at the Orlando Hamfest and best 73 and $8°s de MORE 
WX4H. 


FROM EARL, K4FQU...SWFTN NET MANAGER 


All of you net members should take a bow for the great 
work that you did during February. Comparing February with 
January, which was of itself a good month, you more that 
doubled the traffic count to a high of 358 pieces and an 
average of 15 pieces per session. Checkins lagged January by 
only 7 at 573 vice 580 with the average rising to 23.8 per 
session for 24 sessions. It’s rewarding to note that the 
message center at the Edison Winter Home provided the net 
with a real boost in the traffic count. Even more interesting is — 
the traffic count for the dates of February 9 through February 
13 when the net passed 242 pieces of traffic or almost 42% 
of the total for the month. St. Valentine must have really had 
a smile on his face for all the people that you made happy. 
The winter upsurge in the population has kept all of us really 
on our toes, and that’s just great as it increases the number of 
travellers that checkin as well as increases in daily traffic. A 
very special ‘pat-on-the-back’ to our winter regular George 
Hart, WI1NJM for the super job that he does as an alternate 
NCS. Speaking on the subject of NCS’s, I’ve already handed 
out several booklets to stations that have indicated interest in 
becoming Alternate or Regular NCSs. I’m hopeful that we 
can attract even more stations to come forward to work with 
me so that we can spread out Net Control duties. It will 
certainly be to the net’s advantage during the coming 
summer if we can get new NCSs NOW. Won you PLEASE 
let me know if you will sign up to give it a try. By the time 
that you receive this copy, Passover, Good Friday and Easter 
will be almost upon us. I am sure we can look forward to a 
good surge in the traffic count in April so plan to get into the 
swing early and each one make a point to increase your 


originations. For those of you reading this column, if you” 


reside in the Southwest Florida area (Ft. Myers area) and 


have an interest in traffic handling, JOIN SWFTN Monday — é 


through Saturday at 1500 UTC on 146.88Mhz. Best wishes 
to all and thanks for making the SWFTN such a friendly and 
efficient net. 161 for now..Earl, K4FQU. 


Ed ((K4IA), Editor 
QEN Reported by Rip, AA4HT: Traffic jumped back up 
in February with a total of 894 compared to the 733 in January. 
Checkins dropped off a little so I guess that those who did check 
in had to work a little harder. 

Great to have George Hart, W1NJM make it to Florida to 
join us on the net. He is a little late coming down this year but 
it’s nice hearing his signal. 

AA4CH, Cef has also rejoined the net after putting things 
back together that Hurricane Andrew tore up. Understand Cef 
had serious damage to his home and station, so I am sure he 
was quite happy to get back on the air. ; 

QFN is looking for stations to fill in as net reps and net 
controls. I am sure that there are some of you that would like 
to fill in even if you can’t do it permanently. I know some of 
the current net control stations and net reps would like to share 
the load so please contact me and I will provide any information 
you might need. Being an active participant on the net always 
makes it more fun. Let me know. See you on QFN, 3651 KHz 
at 7 & 10 PM daily. 

- 73, Rip 


Gator Net Manager Dan, W4DL Writes: Charlie, 
WA4EYU says after a spinal injection his X YL is now walking 
without her cane or walker. His neighbor who saw Charlie 
jogging said he had to look twice to see if Charlie was moving. 
KC4EHT, Jerry who checks in on Gator Net from 
Melbourne is Andy’s W41YT new FLORIDA SKIP editor. And 
Andy is still busy with videos. 

Chris, N4EKC found his antenna tuning problem was a 
closely anchored 40 foot trimaran whose rigging on the 48 foot 
mast was too close to his dipole. Moving the boat cured the 
problem. 

‘Dick, N2AOX says XYL doing fine and the 1962 300-SE 
Mercedes is all cleaned and polished and ready to go. 

George, K4J1 is doing well aftez loose cartilage in his knee 
caused a fall. The problem comes and goes. 

Dan, W4DL had to jury rig capacitors to keep his linear 
going after the same trouble developed in a shorted shunt cap 
in the 160, 80 and 40 meter bands. 

Mae and Al, W3CUL- WEVR after their company has gone 
are looking for a crew to take down their mast for some antenna 

_work. They are both well disciplined while just looking at that 
new Ten-Tec linear still in the box. 
- 73, Dan 


FMSN Reported by J.B., KC4ECA: O.B., WC4D in 
Holiday has another 100% month in February. O.B., it really 
is good to hear your smooth key showing up with such 
regularity. Walt, WA4QXT was on hand all but two days of 
the month, and our lady from Deerfield Beach, Laura WA9VND 
attended for 25 of the 28 days. Fred, AA4FG and I were tied 
for a 24 day showing. 
A survivor of Andrew, Cef AA4CH in Perrine is back on 
_ the air. I hope your shack is in shape Cef. You might give us 
a QNC on your present conditions. Jud, AB4EC in Tampa came 
in once. I consider John, KC4FL in Jacksonville a regular now. 
Dave, WA1RWO in Holly Hill near Daytona Beach is still 
with us, but George, KJ4UW Dade City only stopped by once 
early in the month, then disappeared. Don, N4TWO near New 
Port Richey sent me a beautiful resume which I will detail next 
month - thank you Don. 

Don’t hesitate to use the ragchew period before net time. 
It’s open game until 2230Z on 3651 KHz. Then formal traffic 
is the rule. 

— 73, JB 


QENS Reported by Walt, WA4QXT: For February the 
statistics were down a little bit but there were only 28 days, 
and the averages are about the same. The time in session shows 
about 3 minutes less so maybe we are being more efficient. 

Really, I don’t know much that happened on the net 
because I was not there very many times, only 10 sessions did 
I make it, as I have been attending a crusade at my church. 
I wish to thank the net control stations for doing a real fine 
job and especially KD4GK for subbing for me on Sundays. 

In the future we will have an increase of traffic because of 
Easter and Sun & Fun. Both of these will be in April and there 
should be some of our regulars bringing traffic by way of QFNS 
into the NTS. 

We have direct outlet for Fort Myers, Fort Lauderdale, 
Deerfield Beach, Orlando, Jacksonville, New Port Richey, 
Miami and sometimes Lakeland. We can relay messages for 
anywhere that have third party agreements with the USA. So 
bring your traffic and help us with new areas. We meet on 3815 
KHz at 8 PM every night. . 

- 73, Walt 


The cooperation among traffic handlers is superb. SM Dick 
Hill, WA4PFK arranged to have George Hart, WINJM 
substitute for me on QFN. The manager of FMSN, JB, 
KC4KCA is also helping. I will ‘be back as soon as I can see 
enough to handle messages. 

- 73, Ed, K4IA 


TRAFFIC HOUNDS - FEBRUARY, 1993 
by Bill Jochimsen, K4ZK - STM, So. Fla. 


NET QNI AVG. QTC AVG. SESS. MGR QTC/QNI 
OFN 894 16.0 879 15.7 56 AA4HT 0.98 
FPTNG 12060) 43 t379 13.5). 285." WASME 0.31 
SWFTN 573 23.9 358 14.9 24 K4FQU 0.62 
SERTNG 1203 |) 39.4°.3295):19.8 7.28" KD42GR 0.30 
FMTN 4AQ 1S. fe 298) 10.8.) 28% WX4H 0.67 
“TPTN 496 17.7 260 93 28 ~“WB4QkKI 0.52 
GN 181 6:5 200) Ae 20 WADE: 1.14 
FAST 468 16.7 127 45 28 #WD4KBW 0.27 
FMSN = 243 8:7), 104 .03.7... 285): KCAECA 0.43 
NFPN 908 °° 32.4 °°97'° 3.5 28 °“N4SGQ 0.11 
QFNS 181 O76 2.2) 26) - WA4QXT, 0.42 
SVTN {LOND ZO Bm OG uhienD 1 etal COA BO 0.09 
GARSN_ 188 94)\).51 2.6 20 WA4NDA 0.27 
FPON 199 83 48 20 24 WB4GCK 0.24 
SPARC 803 28.7 45 16 28 N4ZMQ 0.06 
NFAN (f° 8820 38 S658 1.650% 24" ONR2E 0.05 
DEN B43 ng Gon ie Adel enOia. 4 KD40XH 0.03 
ENMC 61 15.3 Bat deat A K4ZK 0.10 
AIN 22 7.3 Ber tits 3) YS WASREK 0.23 
SFAN 26 8.7 BO OS Vis KD4GR 0.04 
TOTAL 3384 TOTAL 0.34 
LATE: JAN. 
GCVTIN 943 304 16 05 31 N4ZYB 
PBTN 169 n29.0;\ 48>) 1.8. 26 “N4ZDD 
NFAN BOQ idedin: PaO. evden) 2 > NRE 
BGEPRN: sec 95e0 23.0936 Aad <4 KD4ELJ 
NFPN 708 23° 73 2.4 31. N4SGQ 
SPARC 826 et 7 34 1 31 N4ZMQ 
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TUNE IN CURRENT EVENTS NET 


Harrison Perl, K4GAR of Sarasota, invites all to tune in 
the FLORIDA LIBERTY NET held every Saturday night at 
2200 Hours around 3950khz; plus or minus according to 
QRM. 


According to Harrison, the LIBERTY NET is a current 
events net that bypasses the sanitized news media. 


FT. LAUDERDALE HOSTS 
SCOUTMASTER’S CAMPOREE 


Holiday Park in Ft. Lauderdale was the site of the 33rd 
Annual Scoutmaster’s Camporee on Saturday, February 15th. 
The event attracted nearly 2500 Boy Scouts and 10 amateur 
radio operators helped set up the ham radio station and 
answered questions regarding the novice license and amateur 
radio in general. 


Hams Host Scoutmaster’s Camporee 
-Photo by Roy Erickson, WA4BLH 


Also in attendance was Hoisy Hoisington, W4YTA, long 
time friend of SKIP’s Andy Clark. Hoisy, at the microphone 
in the picture, is wearing his scoutmaster’s uniform. He 
retired from the Boy Scouts after working at the Corporate 
Headquarters for many years. Seated to Hoisy’s right is Jim 
Tarbox, KAINBD and directly behind Hoisy is Buck 
Hayhurst, KC4ZAC; hams who assisted in the camporee. The 
literature at the table included locations of novice classes and 
‘amateur exam test sites. 

TNX to David W. Crane, WB4ERU 


BSA PERMIT CONSTRUCTION OF 
NEW TOWER 


The Circle Ten Council of the Boy Scouts of America has 


agreed to permit MetroCel (a division of McCaw Cellular) to 
construct a building and antenna tower at Camp Wisdom, 
Dallas, Texas. The building and tower will be shared with 
K2BSA, the amateur radio station of the Boy Scouts of 
America. This facility will more than double the building 
space and provide a taller tower structure than is presently 
used. Construction has already begun and should be Senne 
by May. 

- from WSYI Report, March 15, 1993 
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-by W. R. “‘Doc’’ Staples, W4SME 
Skip Correspondent 
ARRL initiative results in changes to $.335 


On February 4th, Sen. Daniel Inouye (D-HI) introduce 
S.335, ‘‘The Emergency Telecommunications Technologies 
Act of 1993.’’ This Bill would allow transfer of 200 MHz of 
spectrum from Federal Government control to FCC for 
purposes of development of new technologies. The House 
Bill H.R. 707, while similar in most respects, does NOT 
contain protective language for Amateurs. It is known that 
there will be some delay before the bill appears before the 
full House. All interested Amateurs SHOULD write their 
Representative and Senator REQUESTING that the bill 
contain PROTECTIVE language for Amateurs. (ARRL) 


220Mhz band change affects EMERGENCY Situations. 


Effective January 14th, FCC created a NEW radio service 
to be known as the EMERGENCY MEDICAL RADIO 
SERVICE (EMRS). The main use of the new section of 
220Mhz will be for Rescue personnel at accident and disaster 
scenes. That portion of 220 which will be used was — 
previously reallocated: from the AMATEUR SERVICE! 
(WSYI) 


Inventor of the ‘‘Beverage’’ Antenna succumbs 


Famed inventor of ‘‘WAVE ANTENNA’’ became a 
Silent Key on January 27th. Harold H. Beverage, W2BML 
inventor of the Beverage Antenna (renowned for receiving 
the weak ones on 160) died at the age of 99 in Stony Brook, 
NY. His antenna was widely used during WW-1 for 
communications between the US and Europe. (ARRL Lt) 


League says Subbands would be consistent! 


As for the proposed HF subbands, the League said that 
they would be consistent WORLDWIDE and are small 
enough to minimize displacement of other established modes. 
The League proposes wording for new rule Section 97.109 
Station Control. Details of the new rules will be published in 
QST. (ARRL Ltr) 


KV4FZ receives court edict 


Those familiar with activities on 14,313 and 14,300 will 
be interested to learn that KV4FZ, Herbert Schoenbohm has 
been sentenced to two months in jail and two years probation 
and fined $5000 on two criminal counts involving misuse of 
long distance telephone services. The jail sentence has been 
suspended and Herb is under house arrest for two months 
beginning January 11, 1993 (ARRL Ltr) 


STS-55 ON HOLD ... Space team still hopes to conduct 
antenna testing on 2 meters. SAREX still “GO” 


Although the launch of Columbia has been postponed, the 
STS-55 mission still plans to conduct Antenna Gain 
Experiments during it’s 9 day mission. The externally 
mounted SAREX antenna on the payload module will be . 
compared with the US SAREX window mounted antenna on 
orbits 61 and 62 using 145.550 downlink. For details listen to 
WIAW. (W5Y1T) 


Record set for NEWCOMERS to Amateur Radio 


During the period October 1991 to September 1992 
records show that there were 48,984 newcomers to Amateur 
Radio. The League has not issued any new figures since 
September, however, the League continues to be busy 
answering people contacting them for information. Much of 
this interest shown by youngsters comes from the distribution 
of the comic book ‘‘ARCHIE’’. (ARRL-W5YI) 


ICOM PRICE REDUCTION PROMO, 


FOR A LIMITED TIME ONLY..QUANTITIES MAY BE LIMITED 


IC-2e29A 2 METER MOBILE 2SW SAVE $50 NOW $325 


IC-2£330A 2 METER/220MHz MOBILE SAVE S$6O NOW $630 


IC-751A Hf ALL BAND/GEN COV. SAVE $90 NOW Sl279 
IC-e4AT © BAND HT W/SUB.TONE SAVE $36 NOW $385 
IC-728 HF ALL BAND/GEN COV. SAVE $90 NOW $825 


IC-2410H 2BAND 45/35W W/OPTION SAVE $IO8 NOW $775 
IC-3230H eBAND 45/35W W/OPTION SAVE $108 NOW $709 


IC-3230A 2BAND 25/e5W MOBILE SAVE $60 NOW $575 


IC-PeAT 2 METER HT LOADED | SAVE $30 NOW g$3iI9 
IC-P4AT 440MHz HT LOADED SAVE $40 NOW $345 
IC-WeA 2BAND HT DUAL DISPLAY SAVE $50 NOW $445 


IC-R72 SW REC ISOKHz-30MHz SAVE $130 NOW $799 


FREE FRESH BREWED COFFEE 
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Es ee) RADIO PARA CENTRO, SUR AMERICA 
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5001 N.W. 72ND AVE 
MIAMI, FLORIDA 331 66 
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Eli Nannus (K4JMH), Editor 


FLORIDA STATE QCWA NEWS 


I am still looking for more reports from the QC@A 
chapter in Florida. We are all interested in your activities and 
other chapters might get some good ideas on how to have 
interesting meetings. The Board approved a study by Vice 
President Lew McCoy WIICP and General ‘Manager Jim 
Walsh W7LVN recommending resuming advertising in the 
Journal with up to three pages of ads. President Emeritus 
Leland Smith W5KL reported that 10 new $800 general 
scholarships were established for the 1993-1994 academic 
year plus four more $800 grants named for donors Crosap, 
Jacobson, Meyerson and Hasslinger. Plans for the 1993 
QCWA national convention are coming along very well and 
we expect a good turnout from all over the country. You 
can’t beat our fall weather. Watch for our advertisements in 
the Journal. President Dannals advised that QCWA is saving 
several thousand dollars in printing and postage by holding 
board and officer elections every other year. Board and 
- officer nominations for the 1994 election are being called for 
now. 


PELICAN CHAPTER 


We welcomed two new members to our chapter, William 
Reiss KK4XI and Oliver Shaw W2MTB. We have a program 
for getting new members. We have a computer print out of 
all amateurs in the postal zip codes 33701 thru 33733. We 
take out the calls that appear to be eligible. We then give 
them a call and invite them to our meetings. The roll call of 
our chapter is on the increase since the first of the year. At 
our next meeting we have invited Kay Iversen XYL of Reg 
~ K4QZ and Carrie Eastman XYL of Ray K4OC. At this 
meeting we will pay a special tribute to these two SKs. At 
our February meeting, we had 34 members and guests. We 
learned that Cappy Grigsby AA4MF will be going into an 
assisted living home. Herb Nagle W3GGJ lost his wife Irma 
after being struck by a car. It was reported that plans for the 
QCWA convention is coming along quite well and a number 
of trips in this area is planned. It was announced that one of 
our National Officers, Art Miligan W8KW is in the hospital 
and we hope that he will be out soon. We received a $100 
_ gift from Carrie Eastman in Ray’s memory. Wes Randles 
- W4COW gave a talk on the inner workings and history of 
QCWA. QCWA started in 1947 with 56 members. Blanch 
Randles W4GXZ handles tapes of the QCWA journal for 
members who have trouble reading the printed edition. 
Convention pins are now available for sale. At our January 
meeting, Corby Pratt K4WV gave a technical paper he had 
_ recently written on ‘‘An 8-Band Antenna and Tuner’’. 


Reported by C. Gramm KB4ZB 


GATOR CHAPTER 


The attendance at our February meeting was 57 member 
and guests. Harry W4DLL and also his XYL had birthdays 
this month. Harold Johnson K4GVB is 88 years young this 


month. Bill Bell K4AVH also had a birthday this month. Our 
Treasurer Bill Turner W2WV and XYL are celebrating their 
28th wedding anniversary. Don Bice W4PCO gave a report 
on the national QCWA convention and plans are coming 
along very well. Lou Weber K4HWS volunteered to handle 
hospitality at the convention. Bill W2WV helped sell Earl’s 
K4JF equipment. We received some of K4JF equipment and 
the family advised to sell it and money to go into our 
treasury. We thank them very much. The program was given 
by Aileen Chapman, Florida Associate Coordinator for the 
AARP 65 Alive program. This program is 8 hours of 
classroom instruction that refine existing skill and develop 
safe defensive driving techniques. It is conducted in two 
sessions and teaches preventive measurers to use when 
driving that save lives. When you pass this course, you can 
get a rebate on your auto insurance. Convention pins are now 
on sale at $4.00. 

Reported by Eli Nannis K4JMH 


PALM BEACH CHAPTER 


We had a relatively weak turnout at the Feb. Meeting last 
month. Don’t really know why, however there is a lot of flu 
going around the area so that might explain. 


Sorry to report the passing of Mary Thomas, the XYL of 
Jim Thomas, N4UFQ. Jim and Mary were always in regular 
attendance at the monthly luncheons until lately. Our 
condolences to Jim. We also got word as we were writing 
this, that Charlie Newell, K2GNZ has gone into the hospital 
for some tests and observation. Hope it’s nothing serious. 


We’re starting to get the chapter notebooks started. We’re 
still missing quite a few of the personal histories of the 
members. If you haven’t made yours out yet, do it now and 
get it in as soon as possible. 


The next meeting will be held at the North Palm Beach 
CC dining Room at 11:30 on March 30. Hope to see you 
ALL there. 

73 & 88, Bob McDOW, w4KOG 


HERNANDO CHAPTER 


Our annual meeting was held on Jan 19th at Sorrento’s in 
Weeki Wachee with 25 members and guests present. A 
moment of silence was held for Bob King KIADU who 
became a silent key on Dec. 28th. Ed Tilton W1HDQ was 
wearing a very special tie with the call G6DH in honor of 
having made the first six meter contact in 1938. The 
following slate of officers presented to the membership and 
elected by acclamation. Marvin Oehring W1GEN President, - 
Jordan Friedman WB2IMO V.P., Robert Gordon WIKUL 
Treasurer, Eunice Gordon WIUKR_ Secretary. Frank 


25 Wears a Hanus? 
Got A question? 
Write 


159 E. 16th Street 
Eugene, OR 97401 
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McCarthy WI1YTB, Edward Handly WIOOR, and Win 
Knowlton K1BUM, Board of Directors. Outgoing President 
Win KIBUM and XYL Millie KB4PGW were given a 
“*thank you’’ for a job well done. 

Reported by Eunice Gordon W1UKR, Secretary 


SUWANEE CHAPTER 


At our February meeting we had 21 members and 10 
guests present. Bill Menner K2YMQ President opened the 
meeting and the invocation was given by Bob Henry 
W4PFQ. Mrs. Angela Gunther, a coordinator for the IRS 
volunteer Income Tax Assistance program gave an update on 
1993 changes to the IRS income tax forms. A contest is now 
being held to name our newsletter. The winner will be chosen 
by the board of directors. Dave Stocky K4KE gave a 
rundown on the 1993 QCWA national convention, sponsored 
by the Pelican and Gator Chapters, to be held on Oct. 29-30 
this year. More information will be in the QCWA Journal 
and FLORIDA SKIP. Reports were made on health problems 
of Don Bain K3CKC and Roy Carpenter K4EJW. Plans are 
being made to enlarge the newsletter in the interests of 
generating enthusiasm and interest in Suwannee and possibly 
increasing membership. Members suggested promoting mem- 
bership to anyone eligible, discussing it on the air and 
changing the meeting day to the weekend. Beginning with 
the April meeting, any member and the prospective member 
he brings to a meeting, will each receive a free meal at the 
expense of an anonymous donor. If the guest joins, the 
member will receive a free copy of the W9CRC Radio 
Journal. K4KE suggested a need for a new chapter in Crystal 
River. 

Reported by Bob Saulpaugh AG3S 


- SOUTHEAST CHAPTER 


We held our regular meeting on Feb. 20. Members were 
asked to announce their name and call signs. Sheppard Faber 
WA4FLZ, an old member, came back to the fold. President. 
John Beck thanked both Kitty Starr K4PME and Tinia 
Turnpaugh XYL of K4MAV for efforts at the Miami 
Hamboree. Andy W4IYT related the financial success of the 
Hamboree with the greatest attendance we have had to date. 
Herb Bernard W4JXA offered a report on Al Wilcox’s 
medical condition. All present signed a get well card to be 
forwarded to Al Wilcox W4ELR who suffered a stroke the 
Sunday the Hamboree closed. The 50/50 drawing was won 

by Tinia Turnpaugh and Henry KOIVU. 

; Reported by Herb Bernard W4JXA 


SUNCOAST CHAPTER 


We held our regular meeting on Feb. 4th and there were 
58 members and guests present. Ed Cronk W9ATV was 
introduced. Ed had spent years studying about magnetism 
and magnetic materials and was in the business of manufac- 
turing magnets for manufacturers. He told about the first 
mention of magnetism came from China where lodestone, a 
natural magnet was used as a compass. There 3 elements that 
are magnetic. They are iron, cobalt and nickel. Many 
different alloys are used for permanent magnets. One type of 
his company’s magnets are so strong that 2 magnets could 
not be separated by hand. He told us a number of interesting 
stories about magnetism and United States has led the world 
in magnetic research. A short time after this meeting, Art 
entered the hospital for an operation. He is home now and 
doing well. 

Reported by Bob Bookwalter WA4NWF 
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Ed Cronk (W9ATV) magnetizes Sunconbt Chapin 
audience with storiesof magnetism and magnetic Fe 


QCWA PRESIDENT 
NAMED HAM OF 
THE YEAR 


Accolades are pouring in from around the nation and 
around the world with word that QCWA President Harry J. 
Dannals, W2HD, is the 1993 Radio Amateur of the Year! The 
announcement was made by the Dayton Amateur Radio 
Association on Tuesday, March 9. It cites Dannals’ lifelong | 
dedication in service to amateur radio as the primary reason 
for his selection as recipient of the most coveted ham award. 


Since his retirement from the ARRI political arena, 
W2HD has been very active with the Quarter Century 
Wireless Association. He is serving as its current President 
and has spent much of his time there supporting activities — 
which bring youngsters into amateur radio while at the same 
time organizing the older amateur radio operators into a 
potent force for the good of the service. 

- excerpt from WESTLINK Report, March 18, 1993 


Knights of the Kilocycle 


3910 Ke Sunday Morn 1230Z - 0730 EST 
-by Bob McDow, W4KOG 


We had a very enjoyable weekend in Miami at the 
Hamfest. Bonnie and I went down on Friday in the 
motorhome and parked with the rest of the RVers in the 
campground on the east side of the fairgrounds. I had my 
regular table at the Hamfest and managed to dispose of most 
of my prized ‘‘SJUNQUE”’ by Saturday afternoon, so we got 
out to see some of the other tables on Sunday. We got to see 
many of the guys and gals that we talk to throughout the 
year. We stopped at the QCWA booth and talked to Wes, 
W4COW and Blanche, W4GXZ for awhile. All in all, it was 
a most enjoyable weekend. We then proceeded, with a lot of 
the other RVers, up to Christmas, Florida near Titusville. 
There we joined with over a hundred more Amateur Radio- 
families with motorhomes for the Annual Ham-A-Rally for 
another week of ham-related activities. We finally got back 
home in North Palm Beach on the 14th of February. 


The portable 
lsoLoop antenna 
gives you the 
freedom to send 
and receive from your apartment, condo or any- 
where zone restrictions apply. Rated up to 150 
watts (10-30 MHz continuous) the IsoLoop lets 
you operate your favorite HF band while filling in 
the WARC bands your current antenna may miss. 


The IsoLoop eliminates fooling with dipoles, ugly 


OF SPEECH 


The IsoLoop 10-30 HF 


verticals, or ungainly multi-element yagis. No 
need for a ground plane or antenna tuner either. 
Your IsoLoop delivers lower SWR and extended 
frequency coverage because the loop is isolated 
from the feedline. Your radiated power goes into 
the antenna, not into the shack. 


With no mechanical joints the IsoLoop is more 
efficient in offering clearer reception and it 
installs in seconds. The LC-2 Loop Controller 
with signal strength LEDs and 50 feet of control 


cable completes the package. 


Versatile, portable, quality built, the IsoLoop 
10-30 HF gives you big antenna performance in 
a small, compact package. There is no better 
value. Perfect for vacations, field days, 
DXpeditioning. Wherever you are, the IsoLoop 
gives you the freedom to speak. 


- To connect with the AEA IsoLoop dealer nearest 


you or for a product sheet, call: 1-800-432-8873 


Advanced Electronic Applications, Inc. 
PO Box C2160, 2006 196th St. SW, Lynnwood, WA 98036 


Sales: (206) 774-5554 


Sorry to hear about Duke, KI4GH and his prolonged stay 
in the hospital. I hope that by the time this hits the stand, 
he’s back home and well on the way to recovery. I missed 
seeing Duke this year at Miami. Jim Gundry, W4JM was also 
in the hospital for a couple of days last month. He apparently 
started out with a minor hear problem and wound up with 
plebitus in his leg. Jim is home now and is doing nicely. Last 
week’s net was cut short with about half of the checkins 
bowing out with no comment due to the flu bug so it sounds 
like there’s a lot of stuff going around. So everyone should 
take care of themselves. 

73 & 88 CU next month - Bob, W4KOG 


OLD OLD TIMERS CLUB 
NEWS 


I went to the Stuart hamfest last Saturday. This is an 
excellent little local area hamfest that is growing every year 
and. is now to the point where it’s about to buts its seams. 
However, I happened to be talking to a friend of mine, Harry 
Lawson, K4GFK who had a table of goodies for sale, when I 
noticed the copy of the OOTC ‘‘BLUEBOOK”’ that was 
almost mint. He had obtained it from the estate of Walt 
Bickmeyer, K4NI. I have seen one other copy of this book. I 
think it belongs to Wes Randles, W4COW who always 
brings it to the Miami Hamfest. I don’t know when the last 
copies of the BLUEBOOK were issued, but this one lists 
members up through #2345 and has a footnote on one of the 
introductory pages which was written by Gus Gironda, W2JE 


in Oct. of 1980. Anyhoo, I borrowed it from Harry for ~ 


awhile, so if anyone has any questions or would like to see it, 
I'll have it and will be taking it to the various hamfests. 


Bob Bookwalter, W4NWF reports that all the changes to 
the constitution necessary to update the dues structure and to 
improve the distribution of the SGT have been proposed and 
are ready for approval by the membership. Ballots will be 
sent to all members in the next issue of the Spark Gap Times. 


Jim Gundry, W4JM is back home again from the hospital. 
He’s still having a little trouble with plebitus in his leg, but is 
coming along nicely and has his usual booming signal on the 
Wed. and Sat. nets. 

73 Bob McDow, W4KOG 


GERMAN DOCTOR FINDS 
REMARKABLE LINK 


Doctor Werner Von Goebler of the Weinsteidt-Wurst 


hospital in Reinstadt, Germany recently completed a study of 


2145 radio operators, mostly from the European Continent, 
and compiled some statistics that are startling and will 
certainly lead to further research. Dr. Goebler discovered that 
an individual’s IQ is directly proportional to his ability to 
comprehend morse code. Of the 2145 operators tested, 21% 
were able to copy over 30WPM and of the 21%, 98% of the 
operators had and IQ of over 162. The distribution of IQ 
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versus WPM statistics displayed an accuracy factor of plus or 
minus 3 IQ points when in fact the statistical accuracy of 
standard IQ tests generally allows a 5-point margin of error. 


To reinforce his statistics, Dr. Goebler brought in an 
additional 156 operators that were not proficient in morse 
code. Each individual was given a thorough IQ evaluation 
and then given strictly controlled training in morse code. At 
the completion of the code training program, 17 of the 
individuals were able to copy over 30WPM (one of them an 
astounding 45WPM) and it was found that their IQ was at 
least 162. The person who was able to copy 45WPM 
registered an IQ of 180 and had a PhD in Astrophysics. 


After his initial findings, Dr. Goebler, with the aid of the 
psychiatric staff at the Weinstaidt-Wurst Hospital, subjected 
the entire test group to extensive psychiatric evaluation. The 
results of the evaluation were as follows: 


Above 30WPM - The subjects tended to be in a favorable 
socioeconomic status and concerned with physical fitness. 
They had great attention to detail, preferred classical music, 
and were highly motivated. The preferred beverage was 
Perrier Water. 


20-29W PM - Individuals were socially stable and usually 
a product of a. better than average school system. An 
interesting side statistic showed that 37% of this test group 
required visual compensation (eyeglasses; etc.) and 27% 
were myopic (nearsighted). Dr. Goebler explaining this 
phenomenon said, “‘The vast majority of individuals in the 
120 to 140 range of intelligence are avid readers and would 
logically suffer increased eye strain. Myopia is a genetic 
defect and its correlation with IQ and morse speed will 
require further research.’’ The choice of beverage for this 
group was a tossup between vintage wine and scotch. 


5-19WPM - Persons in this category had an IQ range 
between 95 and 117 (between normal and superior intelli- 
gence). The 5-20 WPM category represented the largest of 
the test groups Some interesting points of this bracket show _ 
that 24% of the individuals reported that they participated in 
track and field while in high school. 76% of the married 
individuals were experiencing marital difficulties, 8% played 
a violin, and one person was a King of a prominent country. 
The highest score in this bracket was made by a female 
bulldozer operator who copied 25WPM and had an IQ of 
117. Her hobbies included bobsleding and studying ants. The 
favorite drink in this bracket was assorted mixed alcoholic 
drinks and soda pop. 


0-4WPM - Persons in this group had IQ’s ranging 
between 68 (upper moron) and 90 (dull normal/normal). This 
segment demonstrated an abnormal lack of motivation and a 
negative learning curve. The ability to learn fundamental 
operating skills was severely impaired and they gravitated to 
equipment that required simple on/off or button-selection 
type operation. Most were obsessed with dazzling arrays of 
blinking lights and impressed with shiny equipment having a 
great assortment of knobs and buttons that performed no 
functions whatsoever. The highest score in this category was 
registered by a reformed Iranian terrorist, now living in 
London, whose IQ was 68 (Moron) and who desperately 
struggled to attain SWPM. The favorite beverage was beer 
and whiskey, frequently mixed. 


The moral of the story: Even a moron can pony SWPM in 
an April Fool story. 
- Hallucinated by Gerry Wentz (KC4EHT) ~ 


FLORIDA SKIP HAS NEW 
ADDRESS 


The production of the FLORIDA SKIP magazine will 
be based in Melbourne, FL and so all material pertaining 
o the SKIP should be forwarded to its new address. Such 

aterial would include the following: 


Y Advertising copy 
Articles 
Subscriptions - 
HAMBARS Classified Ads 
Correspondence 

Ys‘ Press Releases 


A toll-free 800 number for FLORIDA SKIP has been 
established to facilitate transfer of data and informatio 
pertaining to SKIP. However, no classifieds or subscrip- 


ions will be accepted by phone. Correspondents and 
advertisers can transfer data by modem and fax (not yet 
installed) by first calling Gerry at 1-800-421-3279 and 
prearranging the mode and time of transfer. Also, the 800 
Number could be utilized to advise the editor of ‘‘Hot’’ 
news stories or briefs of interest to FLORIDA SKIP. It is 
lhoped that the line will be USED and not ABUSED. The 


editor solicits and encourages news from everyone, 
everywhere so FLORIDA SKIP can be representative o 
a cross-section of its readers. 


Effective immediately send information to: 
FLORIDA SKIP 
1280 Sarno Road 
- Suite 224 
Melbourne, FL 32935 
Tele: 242-5993 (local) & 1-800-421-3279 


17th ANNUAL CHRISTMAS 
HAM-A-RALLY | 


February 8th thru the 14th attracted over 120 amateur 
radio families, who also enjoy travel trailers and motor- 
homes, to the 17th annual Ham-A-Rally at the RV 
campground in Christmas, Florida. The get-together is held 
each year during the week following the Miami Hamfest, and 
typically attracts amateurs and families from all over the 
United States and Canada. 


This year the Rally was sponsored thru a joint effort of 


the Wally Byam Amateur Radio Club, the Family Motor- 
coach Amateur Radio Club and the Good Sam Amateur 
Radio Network. Membership of these groups represent over a 
_ thousand Amateurs owning various types of recreational 
vehicles, 


The Rally activities included various radio and electronic 
oriented seminars, amateur radio testing, computer and 
packet demonstrations, craft classes for the XYLs and 
concluded with a big flea market on Saturday. 


TNKS to Bob McDow, W4KOG 


‘*Soup’s ON”’ 


at the 17th Annual Ham-A-Rally in Christmas. 
-Photo by Robert W. McDow, W4KOG__ 


Dear Andy, 


Re: Dade Hamfest - The good part was that I got to meet 
old friends. Otherwise it was lousy. For example - no where 


did I find a WW2 Command xmtr or revr! Secondly , there 
were too many electronic typewriters that didn’t use paper - 
(TV screens) - Anyhow, I don’t know how to type, and oh 
yes, I didn’t win a prize. Additionally, there were too many 
strangers there. 


Oh well, I’ll see you there next year - won’t SKIP a year! 
73 AB, W4ENR - Boca Raton 


Let’s hope you don’t skip a SKIP either AB! -Ger// 


Port St. John 


(1) am sending along some info on a city named Port St. 
John, Florida ZIP 32927. They are not on my Florida map 
but they are in between Merritt Island and Cocoa Beach. 
They DO exist. The operators in Melbourne are local to it by 
phone, as I found out by having traffic sent there. I looked in 
your routing guide and IJ did not find it. However, after 
asking around, I was able to pass my traffic for there. It 
would be helpful to others if it was listed. So I send it to you. 
Do with it whatever you wish. Also, they do have their very 
own ZIP code. So there you have it, my meager addition to 
your vast information network. I do hope it will be helpful. I 
remain, 
Laura, WA9VND 


Reminds me of the opening line of the song LAURA. 
“Laura, is the face in the misty light.’’ FLORIDA SKIP 
looked and behold we saw the lights of Port St. John. 
Laura, you and your town have been found and your info 
duly noted//Ger 
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TO COUNT, OR NOT TO COUNT 


-by Dr. W. R. Staples, W4SME 
FL SKIP Correspondent 


In prior columns related to traffic handling, I have 


emphasized the importance of EACH station reporting the 


SUM of their Traffic Handling for each month to their STM 
(Section Traffic Manager) or SM (Section Manager. Every 
traffic net that meets on a daily basis concerns itself with 


-“CLEARING”’ traffic thru an NCS (Net Control Station). 


Each station that brings traffic to the Net or takes traffic from 
the Net, effectively invokes an individual ‘‘TRAFFIC 
COUNT”? for that session. When ALL the daily sessions are 
totaled, the individual station has created their ‘‘Station 
Activity Report’’ for that month! From this collected data, 
the station ALSO can compute a PSHR (Public Service 
Honor Roll) report for the same month. In this column, I will 
devote my efforts solely to clarifying the MYSTERIES of 
counting traffic. 


To ‘‘OLD TIMERS”’ in traffic handling, Xoo were once a 
novice traffic handler. You learned by making lots of 
mistakes, you read the ARRL ‘‘Operating an Amateur Radio 
Station (Sect ITI), you perused the back of FSD-50 the Net 
Directory, you memorized FSD-218, finally you got your 
hands on a copy of the Public Service Communications 
Manual. You became proficient through repetition and 
regular net checkins. All in all it was an interesting 
experience over time. Today we have an influx ofnew 
stations. Like you they unsure of themselves and are trying to 
be accepted into the Ham community. Help them, don’t jump 
on them. It is incumbent on each of us as experienced traffic 
handlers, to assist new stations entering a net for the first 
time with or without traffic. 


‘It is amazing the number of new checkins that are totally 
unfamiliar with net protocol. For someone to check in to a 
net and simply tell the NCS that ‘‘John wants to tell Betty in 
X-ville that is car won’t start,’’ is totally unacceptable. 


To keep traffic handling capabilities finely honed and 
continue to increase our traffic delivery capability, we must 
nurture and train new stations. When you train as a net, the 
net manager should have a training director. When a case 
occurs, as in the example above, the NCS should im- 
mediately direct that station to the TD (Training Director) to 
maintain net discipline and to sending the TD and new 
station off frequency to assist the with his traffic. The TD 
should demonstrate courtesy, firmness and easily understood 
information. KISS - keep it simple and straightforward. If 
appropriate, the TD should send the new station a copy of 
FSD-218 for reference and explain -how to keep track of his 
traffic. 


What a net does in each session is compiled by the NCS 
and reported to the net manager for his monthly net report. 
This is an entirely separate traffic count from that of the 
individual station. Every traffic handling station should have 
available at his operating position, a simple form that 
contains the following items listed in a column: (1) 
ORIGINATIONS = 1 point is allowed for each message that 
originates from ‘*‘Without’’ the operator’s station. Ex. John 
wants to send a message to Betty. You are the Originating 
station since you configure the message in proper NTS 
format (see FSD-218/FSD-50) ergo, you have earned | point. 
(2) SENT = Each and every message that you list with an 
NCS and is cleared on the net by virtue of sending it to 
another station is equal to | point. When you send John’s 
message you carn | point. Now you have a total of 2 points. 
Don’t forget to enter this information as you perform each 


step. Now file the message in a file for the month in which it 
has been sent. How do you number messages? Do you start 
on Jan. 1 with #1? What if you didn’t start handling traffic 
until June? What would the message # be then? Maybe 61? 
Or will you start with the number of the month followed by 
the message number for that month (Ex. 06115 = Message 
#115 for June). However you arrive at your own solution to 
this problem, remember you should keep your messages 
filed, in order, for a minimum of 90 days. Why? Because 
someone may send you a message telling you that they never 
received your #115 of June. How else can you determine 
what happened if you don’t have the call of the station to 
whom you sent the traffic. This is your only salvation in 
tracing the message path. (3) RECEIVED = Any formal 
message in NTS format received via SSB, FM, CW, RTTY, 
Packet, AMTOR, or any other FCC accepted mode equals 1 
point. (Ex. The message noted above inquiring about 
message #115 equals 1 point, or a message from Betty to 
John still equals 1 point) (4) DELIVERED = You receive 1 
point if you deliver a message by hand or by phone. You get 
1 point. Don’t forget to write it down. Let’s see how you 
made out. First, you ORIGINATED a message from John to 
his sister - 1 point. You sent the message -1 point, total 2. 
You received Betty’s message to John - 1 point, and finally 
you delivered the message to John. You have a total of 4 
points. You have just started your own Station Activity 


- Report (SAR) for the month. At the end of the month you 


total your traffic handling efforts for the month and send a 
formal message to your Section Traffic Manager. If you 
don’t know his name or callsign, you will find him listed 
each month in QST under SECTION NEWS edited by Steve 
Ewald WV1X. Before the third of the new month, check into 
your regular net and give your callsign only. When the NCS 
asks for the destination of your traffic, indicate ‘‘one SAR 
for KD4XXX (fictitious), who is your STM. After your 
traffic has been cleared, you have earned 1 point for a 
message SENT. You do not receive 1 point for ORIGINA- 
TION. In this case, you cannot count a point for a message 
that you created to another station. 


Congratulations...you have successfully completed a busy 
month of traffic handling, submitted your SAR and are now 
ready to join the Traffic Hounds in the quest for BPL. 

Good Luck es 73 & 88’s DOC, W4SME. 


DO YOU REMEMBER. 
. how hams discovered short waves? 
Originally they had started out by pushing their legal 200 me- 


ters to 220, 240 or 275 meters, as high as they could get away with. 


‘“We begin to feel our way downwards”’ wrote S. Kruse, techni- 


cal editor of QST “‘in the winter of 1920-21, mainly to get away 
from NSF’s chopper and NAA’s arc mush, in Washington, DC.” 


In March, 1923, QST announced a 100-meter CQ party. ‘‘The 


prospect of this CQ party was like waving a red flag in front of a 
bull.”” Every district except the seventh was heard from. Cana- 
dian stations participated. The radio world was astonished at 
what happened, as reported in May, 1923, QST. 


This information was taken from the October, 1973, QST, with 


this final statement: 


“That’s the way it all started — 50 years ago — but no- 
body, even today can possibly anticipate how far it will go.” 


— Howard, K4FMJ 
— From Gulf Coast ARC 
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(407) 567-3423 


ALUMA TOWER COMPANY, INC. 
1639 OLD DIXIE HIGHWAY 
P.O. BOX 2806 
VERO BEACH, FLORIDA 32961-2806 
FAX #407-567-3432 


12240 NE 14th AVE. 


ELECTRONICS 
INTL., INC. Ne M308) 893.2924 


@ Distributor of electronic wire, cable, connectors, shrink binge ttn 
and cable ties. 

@ Design and manufacturing of custom cable assemblies, 

@ RF microwave and high voltage test facilities. | 

@ Franchised distributor for Alpha, Amphenol, Belden, Cablewave, 

*. Kings, Times and Tyton. 


{Telephone Trading Post 
SPECIALIZING IN MARLIN SYSTEMS 


Thomas Mersinger 
CEO PMN ark 


KB4avex | 3069 Northbrook Dr. 
Chamblee, GA 30341 
(404) 939-5086 


W4PLM 


STARTEK 


INTERNATIONAL, INC. 


398 N.E. 38TH STREET, FORT LAUDERDALE, AL 33334. 


PHONE (305) 561-2211 FAX (305) 561-9133 


ronattrour REAL ESTATE neeos 


COMMERCIAL ¢ RESIDENTIAL ¢ INDUSTRIAL 


MARK ROSNER ¢ N4BDZ 


BROKEA — ASSOCIATE 

1-800-346-3859 
(305) 921-6610 
(305) 923-3333 


bel ¢ | 1905 Hollywood Blvd. pulses 


menees Hollywood, FL 33020 


DOCS 


Communicadons 


KC4EV 


02 Chickamauga Ave. 

Rossville, Ga, 3741 

404-866-1302 © 404-661-3610 
PT) LA 2 
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“KNOWN FOR SERVICE” 


EVELYN D. GAUZENS 
W4WYR 
Broker/Associate 
FUTRELL COMPANY, INC. REALTORS 
Office: 305) 233-4444 
Dig. Beeper: 880-0835 
_Eves.: 642-4139 


Sumter County Amateur Radio Tribe 
Repeater 


BUFFALO 


Owned By Beverly Darbyson 
943.125 1 448.125 


Rt 2 Box 431 
Bushnell, Fla. 33513 


” 
KC4FAD @) _ KD4FVI 
B. GEE R V 18. ROSUMNY 


ELECTRONICS REPAIR 
ROUTE 1, BOX 1387-A 
P.O. BOX 447 
LEXINGTON, GEORGIA 30648 

706-743-3344 


SPECIALIZING IN BUT NOT LIMITED TO AZDEN REPAIR 


BUY OR TRADE USED AZDEN 
WE SELL POWER SUPPUES AND ANTENNAS 


INTERNATIONAL RADIO 
AND COMPUTER, INC. | 


AMATEUR RADIO SALES/SERVICE; 
COMPUTERS 


~" International Radio & Computer, Ine. is now: 
. An authorized ICOM Dealer: 
. An authorized Kenwood Repair Service Center. 


3. Sells IBM Compatible  ADDRE 


3804 South U.S. 1, Fort Pierce, FL 34982 
1 (407) 489-5609 FAX No. 1 - (407) 464-6386 


Fiorida Custom Plastiey 
CUSTOM ENGRAVING 
KA4HWY HARRY snd JUNE KEITH 


@ ENGRAVED CALL AND NAME BADGES 
@ IDENTIFICATION PLATES 
@ DESK SETS AND PLASTIC SIGNS 


LICENSE PLATES 
PLEXIGLASS SIGNS 


2900 ela es Road No. 58 PHONE (813) 584-6121 


or USE y: Receivers ~ . ~VideoCipiers - IRD's 


Polorotors - Ku Band - Dishes - Actuato 


7890 N.W: 55th Street 
_Miami, FL33166 
(305) 592-0046 


SPEEDWAY 


Banners 
License Plates, 
Car & Truck Lettering 


Sheri! Zuckerman, KC4WZS S|] G N S 


Louis, KD4HRD 


SERVICE SERVICE SERVICE 


Jo TEE HL ——— 


We have been servicing amateur radios reliably and economically 
on a national basis for 14 years. We also sell hi-quality state- 
of-the-art 8 and 10 pole crystal filters and specific upgrade kits 
for Icom, Kenwood and Yaesu products. 


INTERNATIONAL RADIO AND 
COMPUTER, INC 


3804 South U.S. 1, Fort Pierce, FL 34982 
Y (407) 489-5609 FAX No. 1 - (407) 464-6386 


VULCAN ELECTRONICS 


6721 N. ARMENIA AU TAMPA,FL 33664 
AMATEUR RADIO U 


CB-BUSINESS BAND 
ANTIQUE RADIOS 
YCR/VIDED REPAIRS 


SELL 
TRADE 


RADIO TUBES -ELECTRONIC PARTS 
Roy cewis , W4WLY 813 2933-3626 


Compliments Of 


THE PALMETTO 
AMATEUR RADIO 
OPEN REPEATER CLU 


.85/.25 ; 


FLORIDA GULF COAST AMATEUR RADIO COUNCIL, INC. 
1st ARRL Affiliated Council 


ANNUAL SUNCOAST 
CONVENTION 


3rd Weekend in November 


FGCARC P.O. Box 7931 Clearwater, FL 34618 


JEFFREY S. WEINER, P.A. 
ATTORNEYS AT Law 


JEFFREY S. WEINER 


KC40LV 


TELEPHONE (24 HOURS) 
(305) 670-9910 
FAX (G05) 670-9299 


TWO DATRAN CENTER ° SUITE 1910 
9130 SOUTH DADELAND BLVD. 
MIAMI, FLORIDA 33156-7858 


vee 


ED ROLLER, K4IA 
Herb PHELAN, N4XZL 


FLORA CAVENDER, W4/TI2AZ 
BEV CAVENDER, W4ZD & TI2BEV 
Write for free real estate catalog 
1349 U.S. 27 North, Lake Placid FL 33852 


WATS 1-800-741-4490 FAX (813) 465-9669 


CORPORATION 
Reatiors Since 1957 


Kal-Tech Electronics 


Tropical Electronics 


Electronic Parts - IC’s - Transistors 
Surface Mount Devices - Components 


@ "Maury" & 


200 S.W. 20th Street - Bay 2 Phone (305) 522-5811 
Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33315 FAX (305) 522-5271 


BATTERIES 


*CAMCORDER*RADI0* 
*EMERGENCY LIGHTING* 


*NICKEL CADMIUM* 
*GELL CELLS* 
*LITHIUM*LEAD ACID* 
*ALKALINE* 

*CUSTOM PACKS* 


TNR YOUR BATTERY STORE 
279 DOUGLAS AVENUE, #1112 


ALTAMONTE SPRINGS, FL., 32714 
(407) 682-4311 (Office) (407) 682-4469 (Fax) 
1-800-346-0601 


*CORDLESS/CELLULAR* 
*SANYO*HOBBY* 
*COMPUTERS*UPS 


VENECOM, INC. 


PRE-OWNED COMMUNICATION EQUIPMENT 
WE REPAIR ALL KIND OF HF - VHF - UHF - CB 


Tel. (305) 669-9031 
Fax (305) 669-9032 


4603 S.W. 71 Avenue 
Miami, Florida 33155 


[h) JACK & JAN BERGSTRESSER 
‘ 1322 Gillott St. N.W. 
i\ Palm Bay. Florida 32907 


. 
PLUS 


IMPRINTED SPORTSWEAR & AD SPECIALTIES 


“WE PRINT ON ALMOST ANYTHING” 
Clubs, Business Individual Shirts 


COMPUTER SHOWS 
& HAMFESTS 


IF YOU HAVE A DESIRE TO ATTEND AND WISH TO 
BE ON OUR MAILING LIST,PLEASE FAX YOUR NAME 
AND ADDRESS TO: (305)748-3509 


EXPRESS YOURAREAOFINTEREST: CD-ROM SOFTWARE, 
CD-ROM DRIVES, AMATEUR RADIO, X-RATED SHAREWARE 
COMPUTER SHOWS, HAMFESTS. 
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407-727-0317 
1-800-935-PLUS 


x Regular ! 
$6659.00 5399 


$1655.00 1199 

PS- 35 Internal caer Siete 239.00 219% 

FL-63A 250 Hz CW filter (Ist IF) 

FL-52A 500 Hz CW filter (2nd IF) 

FL-53A 250 Hz CW filter (2nd IF) 

FL-70 2.8 kHz wide SSB filter 
1-735 HF xcvr/SW revr/mic 

PS-55 External power supply 

AT-150 Automatic antenna tuner 

FL-32A 500 Hz CW filter 

EX-243 Electronic keyer unit 

UT-30 tone encoder 


1169.00 97998 
239.00 21995 
479.00 409% 


C-725 HF xcvr/SW reve/mic $919.00 

AH-3 Automatic antenna tuner........ 523.00 
1-728 HF xcvr/SW revr/mic Seediatt..1119.00 
1C-729 HF xevr/SW revr w/6m 

AT-160 Antenna tuner SHeei2’.......... 423, 00 
Regular 
. $2159.00 
7609.00 


IC-2KL HF solid state amp Stecial! 
IC-4KL HF 1 kw amp w/ps 

SP-3 External speaker 

SM-6 Desk microphone 

SM-8 Desk mic; two cables, scan 96. 00 
631.00 529% 
AH-2 8-band tuner w/mt and whip 836.00 709% 
AH-2A Antenna tuner system, only 623.00 529% 


(ean 
= Sis 


| Master Card. 


All Prices are 
subject to change 
without notice. 
Please confirm 
with salesperson 
when ordering. 


Regular 
1C-275H 100w 2m FM/SSB/CW $1619.00 1359 
1C-475H 100w 440 FM/SSB Speeiat®.... 1849.00 1498 
1 575A 25w 6/10m xcvr/ps Gieseout? 1455.00 1099 

1739.00 1309 


Regular 
IC-28H 45w 2m FM/TIP mic $399.00 339% 
1C-228H 45w 2m FM/TIP mic 439.00 369% 
1C-229A 25w 2m FM/TIP mic Gleseent® . 449.00 319% 
1C-229H 50w 2m FM/TIP mic Speéial®... 449.00 349% 
IC-38A 25w 220 MHz FM xcvr 449.00 379% 
IC-449A 35w 440FM xcvr/TIP 539.00 449% 
IC-2330A 2m/25w/220 FM Speciat®......839.00 639% 
1C-1201 10w 1.2GHz FM xcvr Syecial! .. 869.00 649% 

Regular 
IC-2410A 25w 2m/440 Glosesut!........$889.00 649% 
1C-2410H 45w 2m/35w 440 FM/TTP 949.00 799% 
IC-3230A 25w 2m/440 FM Gidséout®..... 759.00 569% 
1C-3230H 45w 2m/ 35w 440 FM/TIP....... 859.00 719% 

Regular 
$1089.00 899% 
. 549.00 459% 


1€-901 50w 2m/35w 440 FM xevr 
UX-R91A Broad band receiver unit... 
UX-19A 10w 10m unit.. 329.00 279% 
UX-59A 10w 6m unit 379.00 319% 
UX-S92A 2m SSB/CW module Spediat! 649.00 499% 
UX-39A 25w 220MHz unit 489.00 409% 
j 599.00 499% 
379.00 319% 
2899.00 2399 
3139.00 2599 


I1C-970A 25w 2m/430MHz xcvr/ps 
1C-970H 45w 2m/430 MHz xcvr/ps 
UX-R96 50-905 MHz receive unit 
UX-97 1.2GHz band unit 
: Regular 
$ 43.00 
Regular 
RP-1520 2m 25w repeater $2419.00 1999 
RP-2210 220MHz 25w repeater 2049.00 1699 
RP-4020 440MHz 25w repeater. ........... 2489.00 2069 
2709.00 2249 
2819.00 2349 


Due to space limitations some ICOM items, especially 
accessories, are not listed. For information, please 


Call Toll Free or see the latest AES® Catalog. 


Order Toll Free: 1-800-558-0411 


AMATEUR ELECTRONIC SUPPLY ‘- 


9710:W. Good Hope Road; Milwaukee, WI 53223 e Phone (414) 358-0333 


AES° 


WICKLIFFE, Ohio 44092 
28940 Euclid Avenue 
Phone (216) 585-7388 


1-800-321-3594 


ORLANDO, Fla 32803 
621 Commonwealth Ave 
Phone (407) 894-3238 


1-800-327-1917 


BRANCH STORES 


CLEARWATER, Fla 34625 
1898 Drew Street 
Phone (813) 461-4267 


No Toll Free Line 


Regular SALE 

Ic- P2AT 2m HT Special. $429.00 299% 
IC-P3AT 220 HT Special!.... 429.00 339% 
IC-P4AT 440 HT Special! ... 479.00 339% 
IC-2AT 2m HT Speciall...... 279.00 199% 
IC-O2AT/High Power 2m... 359.00 299% 
IC-O3AT 2.5w 220 HT/TIP.....339.00 279% 
IC-2SAT 2m/TTP Special! ... 389.00 309% 
IC-2SRA 2m/25-905 m...... 589.00 489% 
IC-24AT 2m/440MHZ/TTP.... 469.00 389% 
IC-3SAT 220MHz HT/TTP..... 369.00 309% 
Ic- a 440 HT Speciall... 409.00 329% 
589.00 479% 
mt 409.00 339% 
IC-4GAT 440MHz Special! . 409.00 309% 
Y 1C-12GAT 1.2 HT Special... 529.00 419% 
H IC-W2A 2m/440 Special! .. 599.00 449% 

fe §6IC-X2A 440/1.2 HT Special!.759.00 599% 
IC-2iA 2m HT 360.00 299% 
IC-4iA 440MHz HT 435.00 369% 
IC-W21A 2m/440 HT 589.00 499% 
IC-W21AT 2m/440 HT/TTP.....629.00 529% 
Regular oALt 
575.00 449% 
680.00 529% 


A-2 5W PEP:synth aircraft HT 
A-21 Navicom Plus Aircraft HT 


Regular 24 
$549.00 469% 
1229.00 1029 
77.00 
75.00 
191.00 174% 


R-1 100kHz-1.3GHz AM/FM pocket ... 
R-71A 100kHz-30MHz revr 


FL-44A SSB filter (2nd IF) 

EX-257 FM unit 

EX-310 Voice synthesizer 
R-72 30kHz-30MHz SW reve Spesialt 1129. 00 799% 
R-100 100kHz-1.856GHz AM/FM 739.00 619% 
R-7000 25MHz-2GHz revr.....9#@é?att 1459.00 1099 

RC-12 Infrared remote controller 


Limited Specialg Regular SME 
1C-24AT 2m/440 HT/TTP $469.00 $389% 
Includes: FREE UT-50 tone squelch unit ($48 Vaiué). 


1C-2410H 2m/440 FM/TTP $949.00 $79935 
Includes: FREE UT-55 DTMF tone enc/dec unit, UT-66 
voice synth. and UT-67 tone squelch (6744 Vaiué). 


IC-3230H 2m/440 FM/TTP $859.00 $7195 
Includes: FREE UT-55 DTMF tone enc/dec unit, UT-66 
voice synth. and UT-67 tone squelch ch (S144 aa Value). _ 


Closeouts /Spécials ~ Regular r NOW 
IC-751A 9-band HF xcvr/SW mx ... $1659.00 $1199 
IC-765 HF xcvr Special ............. 2919.00 2199 
R-7000 25MHz-2GHz rec Specialt1459.00 1099 
IC-575A 25w 6/10m xcvr/ps 1099 
IC-229A 25w 2m FM xevr/TIP......., 449.00 319% 
IC-229H 2m FM xcvr/TIP Special’ 449.00 349% 
IC-2410A 2m/440 FM xcvr 00 649% 
IC-3230A 25w 2m/440 FM xevr.... 759.00 569% 
IC-2AT 2m HT Speciatt ou... 279.00 199% 


FAX: (414) 358-3337 


LAS VEGAS, Nev 89106 
1072 N. Rancho Drive 
Phone (702) 647-3114 


1-800-634-6227 


THE PANHANDLE AT A GLANCE 
By ‘“‘Matt”? Matthew - KC4RKJ 


For readers that live in the very eastern part of the 
Panhandle, I would like to bring to your attention a new 
HAMFEST that might be of interest to you. 

The driving time will be at least 2 hours but almost all the 
“ driving will be on I-10 and I-75. 

The event is the Gainesville Amateur Radio Society’s 
presentation of their Sixth Annual POORMAN’S HAMFEST 
Saturday, April 17, 1993. What is really different is that this 
year the HAMFEST will be held at the new 25,000 Sq/Ft 
Alachua County Fairgrounds. The Fairgrounds is located at 
SR-24 and SR-222 at the Airport. 

The Admission is $4. Tailgate spots are $5. Tables are $6. 

TAILGATORS please note: You will have a covered area 
if it rains. 

I was told that refreshments are affordable and parking is 

free. Overnight camping is available for Friday and Saturday 
nights and costs $10 per night. 

For advanced tickets and tables registration, send a check 
and SASE to: 


Bill Wells (K4RDP) 
P.O. Box 1397 
High Springs, FL 32643 


For additional information, call 1-800-454-3105. 

The TALK-IN will be on 146.82 down 6. 

Well, the HAMFEST season for the Florida Panhandle has 
run out and the Pensacola and the Ft. Walton HAMFESTS are 
history. 

Information now follows for some out-of-state events in 
which HAMS in the western part of the Panhandle may be 
interested. 

In May, Birmingham, Alabama will have their HAMFEST 
on the 15th and 16th of the month. So far no details are known. 
As soon as I get them, I will pass them along. 

The Atlanta HamFestival will be held on Saturday, July 
17 and Sunday, July 18, 1993. 

Registration information is available so I'll pass them on 
at this time. Preregistration is available for $6 and it will be 
$8 at the door. Registration admits you to the Exhibit Hall, 
The Flea Market, and Forums but it is not required for FCC 
(CAVEC) examinations. Mail registration must be in by June 
30, 1993. 

Indoor spaces for an 8 foot front costs $25 for the entire 
weekend and this price includes a table. Remember that all 
persons entering the flea market area must have an admission 
fee and the tables and space prices do not include admission fees. 

The Boneyard and Tailgate area will cost $10 in advance 
(Max. 2 spaces) or $15 at the door. All Fleamarket/Tailgate 
registration is on a “First come-First served’’ basis and requests 
must be in by May 30, 1998. 

For both activities, mail to the following address: 


HamFestival Sales Office 
4343 Shallowford Rd., Suite E-6 
Marietta, GA 30062 


I picked up a flyer for the Mobile HAMFEST and Computer 
Show at Pensacola last February. Mobile will have a new date 
which is October 23rd and 24th. 

The get-together will be at the ABBA TEMPLE 
AUDITORIUM, 7700 Hitt Road, Mobile, AL. The Talk-in 1 will 
be on 146.82 and 444.9 Mhz. 

For Vendor/Table information contact: 


Larry WB4YOR 
_ P.O. Box 8404 
Mobile, AL 36689-0404 


Or call (205) 342-7601 after 6 P.M. 
For General Information write: 


Mobile Amateur Radio Club 
P.O. Box 81791 
Mobile, AL 36689 


I hope all of you had a great time in Ft. Walton and the 
Orlando shows. 

If anyone has more information or connections with 
someone involved with the Kennehoochee, GA or Columbus, 
GA Hamfests, I would appreciate your passing it on to me on 
Packet (N4ZCF @ N4GXX) or mail to Matt Matthew - 
KC4RKJ, P.O. Box 1439, Santa Rosa Beach, FL 32459. 

For those of you in Tallahassee remember to get involved 
in these upcoming events: 


The EMS Day of May 26 


The TASROV 200 Mile Bike Ride. 
Contact N4KGT 


é 
The St. Marks Lung Assn. Bike/Walk Benefit in May. 
f Contact KC4RKD 


The June 26 and 27 Annual Field Day 


Till next time, may the bands be good to you. 
Tes 


TOP TWENTY TRAFFICERS - FEBRUARY 1993 
by WA4PFK and WX4J 


STATION ts pice TOTAL SPA TION ansacie vc TOTAL 
12 W3GUL eas. Aes 3109 11. K4SCL 487 
2, RaF OUR a: a 2206 T2LAWEBABIG oa 7 438 
SB. WKS 1689 TOBA EAR SS ts bs. ae vo 394 
4, KBGECH se. bare: 1605 JAMIN OR ore nk, ake. 381 
SiWSVR eS fu 1102 Tho 4 Eee ees 308 
BO WDANOrT oe4 fe 85 722 SOMA AG ee 275 
7 WASOK TE FS ter ice oe 696 gs Ld ae 273 
8. WAQVND so ne. 22 691 IO SABA 202 hoo ca ths 243 
GS N4SS er oe oan i ietads 681 BIN CAEGAY fe ey a 210 

10: KBAWBY ites fait: 511 PURINA L VV 2 2 cian os) 209 


HAM RADIO HEAVEN 


AEA @ MFJ @ AMERITRON @ PRO-AM 


DAIWA @ JBLACK @ DIAMOND 
Full line of AZDEN Products 
ICOM - KENWOOD -YAESU 
ARRL Publications 
Omar Antenna & Connectors 


WA8FON 


Omar Electronics tlie. 


Rt. 1 Hwy. 81 South 

Loganville, GA 30249 
404) 466-3241 FAX: (404) 466-9013 
We 7 A? @ VISA @ MC @ AMEX ®@ Discover 
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FLORIDA ARMY MARS NEWS 
By Lorraine S. Matthew AAM3SPR 


Florida Army MARS was honored to host Chief Army 
MARS, Robert Sutton and Director Eastern Area Army 
MARS, Fred Neff during the last week in February. Chief 
Sutton and Director Neff were in Miami to attend the 
Interagency Hurricane Planning Conference. A number of 
Federal agencies were co-sponsores, but this conference was 
largely a National Weather Service endeavor. Chief Sutton 
made a formal presentation to the conferees about the 
capabilities of and advantages offered by Army MARS in 
hurricane situations. These capabilities, of course, would be 
applicable to any number of other emergencies or disasters 
which might occur. At this writing I do not yet have the text 
of his remarks. These will be reported at a later date. 

Headquarters Army MARS continues to make plans for 
a second IPR (In Progress Review) Conference in conjunction 
with the Dayton Hamfest. Many of the topics explored at the 
first IPR conference held in January will be examined closely 
at this one and other topics, too, will be added to the agenda. 
Many future policies and practices for Army MARS will,develop 
from this forum. Other events will include an open MARS 
Meeting with a keynote speaker who is expected, as in previous 
years, to set a positive and optimistic tone for Army MARS 
in its work for the following year. At the Dayton Hamfest, 
Army MARS will have a booth and fine display. If any of you 
have the chance to go to Dayton, you might consider going a 
dev or two early in order to take advantage of the MARS 
activities. 

Jack Wood/AAR4UA sent me a history and a description 
of Army MARS phone patch operations. Phone patch has 
always been a vague operation to me as I am sure it might be 
to other operators as well. Florida Army MARS is permitted 
only six active phone patch stations. That leaves approximately 
280 of us who don’t work phone patch. The best known of the 
Army MARS phone patch stations is AAR4CSS club station 
in Ocala. They are completing almost 70% of the phone patches 
coming in from Somalia under what have been some very erratic 
band conditions. Jack’s station serves Germany and Korea. 

MARS, by its current name, was first announced by the 
Secretary of Defense on 26 November 1948. An affiliate system 
for the Army existed for many years prior to World War II, 
was interrupted by the war, and then reinstated as the Military 
Affiliate Radio System. There have, of course, been many 
changes in MARS over the years since 1948. Many of the 
changes have occurred as a result of concurrent changes in 
technology. Phone patch technology developed during these 
years. 

The first phone patches were made during the Korean War. 
As now, the phone calls go in one direction. The phone call must 
be placed by the service member who is overseas. The phone 
call is placed at a location in which an HF radio and a phone 
patch is available. The call passes from the phone system into 
the phone patch device and thus into the HF transceiver. The 
overseas HF MARS radio operator must have prior contact 
with an HF MARS radio operator in the destination country 
(usually the United States). The call, having been passed into 
the outgoing HF transceiver, is head by the receiving HF 
transceiver and its operator. The receiving operator places a 
telephone call to the ultimate recipient. Once the recipient 
answers his telephone, the receiving HF transceiver signal is 
passed into the phone patch device at the incoming station and 
the telephone call is completed. There is no charge for the use 
of all the radio related equipment, but there is a long distance 
charge if the receiving station is not in the telephone local calling 
area of the recipient. Frequently, during special holiday seasons, 


MCI Telecommunications Corporation and U.S. Sprint very pose 
graciously provide free long distance services for our overseas Go, 


military personnel and their homebound loved ones. 
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The MARS phone patch system can be used by any armed 


services member or their dependents and other authorized 
United States Government civilian personnel who are based 
outside of the United States. There are, occassionally, 
exceptions to this rule - usually requiring an emergency or 
disaster. During the Hurricane Andrew emergency, my station 
was put into contact with an Area coordinator because band 
conditions prevented us from operating on the normal channels. 
_ With the wide vagaries of band conditions on the HF 
frequencies, the caller overseas cannot predict the exact time 
or identify the HF MARS station that will be handling the call. 
The caller can obtain advice about the calling conditions at the 
MARS station handling the outgoing call. MARS operators 
throughout the United States stand ready to provide this 
important service to our military and their loved ones by 
standing by in phone patch stations, some from many hours 
per day (AAR4CSS) and others according to a prearranged 
phone patch schedule. | 

In addition to the phone patch operations, the MARSgram 
message traffic system of Army MARS is always available on 
a two-day basis. This system, of course, has the advantage of 
always being available to service personnel and their loved ones. 
More about the traffic system and the methods distribution will 
be explored next month. 

Meanwhile, Florida Army MARS continues to serve and 
to progress in many programs that are unique to Florida and 
are serving as pilot programs for the rest of the nation. We take 
pride in what we do. 


BILL MENTIONS AMATEURS 
By Special Correspondent 
Carl Zelich, AA4MI 


On Tuesday, March 2, the U.S. House of Representatives 
adopted H.R. 707, the Emerging Telecommunications 
Technologies Act of 1993. The legislation had been reported out, 
without amendment, by the House Committee on Energy and 
Commerce. The bill requires the Federal Government to release 
200 MHZ of frequency spectrum for commercial use to foster 
new technologies in the private sector, with at least 180 MHZ 
to be below 5 GHZ. 

It is virtually identical to legislation that was adopted by 
the House in 1991, but that did not make its way through the 
Senate during the 102nd Congress. 

In recommending adoption, the committee report said ‘‘an 
example of the dilemma that spectrum managers must face due 
to spectrum congestion was provided several years ago, when 
the commission was forced to reallocate two megahertz of 
spectrum that had been utilized, on a secondary basis, by the 
Amateur Radio Service. The Amateur Service has established 
an impressive record of providing life-saving emergency 
communications during natural disasters and accidents, when 
more conventional methods of communications were rendered 
inoperable. 

“Yet because of the lack of alternative, the Commission was 
forced to take away these two MHZ in return for giving the 
service ‘primary’ access to an adjacent three MHZ band. 
Passage of H.R. 707 will alleviate the pressure to take more 


4 


spectrum from the Amateur Service by providing frequencies — 


for new technologies in'other bands.”’ 
The House bill differs somewhat from similar legislation 
introduced in the Senate by Senator Inouye, S. 335, which 


includes authority for the FCC to assign spectrum in certain — 


services by auction and also includes specific protections for 


the Amateur Service that were sought by the League during ~ 
the previous session of Congress. As yet, there has been no. 


action in the Senate on S. 335. 

If the Senate adopts the Inouye bill in something 
mbling its present form, the ARRL will encourage the 
ference Committee that resolves the differences between the 
bills to include those protections. © 


Pe, cas. 


ATE CARD 3 
HAMBAR service, of electronic equipment only, is available 
o all subscribers, amateurs and non-amateurs at the rate of 10 
vents per word, which includes address, call sign, etc. Minimum 
arge for any HAMBAR is $3.00. All_ commercial and 
on-subscribers rate is 15 cents per word. Minimum charge of 
$5.00 for each HAMBAR. No reruns. Each HAMBAR must b 
submitted each month. No ad will be published unless 
accompanied by full remittance! We require all HAMBAR ads 
ontain the full mailing address, call sign, zip and area-phone 
umber, if any. Make it easy for person wanting to buy you 
quipment. No HAMBARS via telephone! 


COMMERCIAL DISPLAY 

Full-page $125.00. Half (1/2) page $80.00. One-quarter (1/4 

age $55.00. One-eighth (1/8) page $40.00. Camera ready 
Lay-out, make-up and typeset fee is extra according to size of ad 
d typeset required for same. 

Deadline for all HAMBARS and ads, eighth (8th) of each 
onth in P.O. Box 501, Miami Springs, Florida 33266> Norma 
ailing date 25th of each month. Thank you for your cooperation. 

- Editor 
SELL: 60 ft. crank up heavy duty tower $500. KT-34A with 
Ham-M rotor $275. 12/16/30M rotatable dipole $65. AL-811 
Amplifier $450. All items pick up only. Mill KSOG, 6857 
Broadmoor, N. Lauderdale, FL 33068-3715 305 970-5074. 


STOLEN: Heath 2 meter FM Handheld model HW2M, Serial 
UO200009. Contact KIMJS 305 665-5812. Paul C. Hunt 
} KIMJS, 5901 SW 73rd Ave., Miami, FL 33143. 


SELL MOSLEY: Mosley 33 antenna Ham II rotor, 40 ft. Alu- 
minum tower, all cables, 2 mikes, extra s, phone, phone patch, 
speaker, etc. $125.00 Dave WB4LNN, 7767 Tropicana Street 
Miramar, FL 33023 305 961-5945. 


WANTED: COLLINS “S’ Line, 75A4, 516F2 and all accessor- 
les, speakers, mikes, filters etc. FOR SALE: Kenwood TS520S 
book, works perfectly. John Bruscella, W2LEC, 5795 La Paceos 
Dr., Lake Worth, FL 33463 407 439-0711. 


ESTATE SALE: 50 foot guyed steel tower with rotor, control 
box cables, 3 element tri-band beam. You take down. Withstood 
Hurricane Andrew and son-of-Andrew last month. Package price 
FIRM! $300. D. Lurie, 9349 Abbott Ave., Surfside, FL 33154 
305 866-1384. 


A BAD SOLD WOULDN'T BE SO ANNOYING IF IT WEREN'T 
FOR THE ADVICE OF OUR FRIENDS.. Tks Duke. 


Sell: Kenwood TSO30ATS with SSB filter, mint $825. Help -- 
need switch for control box Ham M rotator or fox whatever. 
Have a SBE34. mic, VOX, Cal spare finals, mint works great! 
Robert Locke USN/FAA net 10177 106 Terr. N. Largo, FL 
813 392-2405 WB4LUE. 


K8XF TELEGRAPH KEYS IMPORT COMPANY. Attention CW 
ops. Just arrived hi-mound’s remarkable quality, superior con- 
structed, senational handling keys. Top of the line keys affordably 
priced for those who demand excellent value that handles like a 
dream. MK-705 (lambic dual paddle.) Marble base. Frictionless 
‘ball bearings. HK-702 Chrome handled straight key, marble base, 
BK-100 (bug key) Flyer avallable. for SASE. Appreciated. Mike 
Zbrozek, K8XF,9929 Fox Squirrel, New Port Richey, FL 34685. 


THE MODERN IDEA OF ROUGHING IT IS HAVING NO 
TELEVISION IN YOUR CAMP.... .. TU Duke 


FOR SALE: COMCO 730 3 chni15 watt a.m. air to ground or 
ground-to-air transceiver, 118 to 132 MHZ Xtal available from 
JAN. Has a.c. power supply. and mike. Just plug it in with 
Proper antenna and your are on alr. $75.00 each. Have two. 
Andy Clark W4IYT, 411 Lenape Dr., Miami Springs, FL 33166 
305 888-3874. 


SELL: KENWOOD TSS50SD $2400. Kenwood SM-230 $700.00 
Kenwood YK88SNI $65. ICOM R1 $350. Joel Copluitz KN4TC, 
5901 SW 33 Lane, Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33312 305 981-1281. 


FOR SALE: HR 2510 Uniden 10M mobile mag-mount 
antenna. Gloria Veres KC4LFI, 665 NW 132 St., N. Miami, FL 
33169 305 681-8910. 


FOR SALE: ALUMA 35 ft. crank-up tilt tower $200. New 
Butternut Mini beam $100. Elmac 67, Gonset G-66 rcvr/ps. 
Bob Ramsey WA4KTH, 1155 Samar Rd., Cocoa Beach, FL 
32931 407-783-3367. 


ANTED: National NEX4 A.C. power supply, copy of NCX 
manual S Line cabinet, Collins KWM1 plus supply, unique wire 
tuner, Quotes on Collins S Line transmitter. Milton Levy WSQJT 
115 NW Loop 410 Apt. 24B, San Antonio, TX 78216 210- é 
366-3290. 


SELL: R-7. Cushcraft verticial 10 thru 40 meters, up and work- 
ing $250. 6 months old. First ad 1! held for someone who had 

no money. Also 4 month old [COM AT-150 automatic tuner 

no scratches, original box, book and receipt $275. Bernie 
Jackson KB4JR, 1159 Circle Dr., Lake Wales, FL 33853 813 
676-8444 Sat and Sun. Mon-Fri call 813 499-8956. 


TIME WOUNDS ALL HEELS. Tks Duke. 


SELL: LIKE NEW IN BOX YEASU FT-747GX (SAT System) 
with MH-1 Yeasu mike, Orig. box. $615.00 Uniden Bearcat 
BC-140, 10 chnli, push-button, auto scan. (Amatuer, Folice, 
Fire. Rallroad, etc) scanner $$40. Can be used In car, mobile, 
mairne or fix on 12 volts. (Have two) RCA stnd-up quick 
chargers TAC-100 $45. each have two. Yeasu 23R handheld, 
pad, antenna, new FNB-10 battery, rubber duck All $125.00 
1CON BC-50U batter stand up charger $45. Have two. IC- 
.U-AT 2 meter fm xcvr. goes above above 156 Mhz in 10 Hz 
steps, cean $130. Other stuff. Andy Clark W4IYT, 41 Lenape 
Drive, Miami Springs, FL 33166 305 888-3874. 

a een apace li lipienesoameon nosiesenspe pean ence SSPE 
ICOM, KENWOOD, YAESU, DRAKE, Collins & Heath owners: 
8 and 10 pole crystal filters. Are you plagued with Interference 
during Q S Os?’ Do you need Improved selectivity to hear weak 
signals in QRM? Yes to either, purchase our steep skirted SSB 
or CW fiiter! Monthly separate ICOM and KENWOOD News- 
letters. Indexes and Back Issues available. Yaesu Newsletter 
back Issues available. High tech Service department for all 
radios. Authorized ICOM dealer and KENWOOD Warranty 
Service Center. Dour 14th year. Send $1.00 to cover S/H for 
a free catalog to INTERNATIONAL RADIO & COMPUTER‘ 
Inc. (407) 489-5609. 3804 South US No.1, Ft. Pierce, FL 
34982. See you at the Dayton HAMCATION. 

NOD iE ces se ERS RR Ah ee SR AE I Se ea EAS aD 
SELL: ICOM 1Cu2AT2 mtr Sevr, rubber duck. Covers all 
police/fire/railroad 155 mHz freqs with TT pad., new battery 
$115. 1COM battery stand-up charger BC-50U $40. RCA 
H.T. mod. » HFA 518822 (2 chnl) $50.00 RCA Match- 
Ing battery charger, like new TAC-100 $35. Uniden Bearcat 
BC-140 scanner, police, amateur etc. 10 chnis, 12 volts or 115 
AAC. $38. All plus UPS. Andy Clark W4I1YT, 41 Lenape Dr., 
Miami Springs, FL 33166 305 888-3874. 


SELL LIKE NEW: Yaesu 747FX, manual $575. See it try it 
first, If you like: SWAN 500CX, manual (factory overhauled) 
looks new, $295. ASTRO RS-20A 12 VDC 20 Amp. has 220 
VAC Input$50.00 YAESU HMO0O1 hand mike in box $27.00 
RCA 20 inch color TV, perfect all chnis, need the space $40. 
(Pick up only.) Realistic OX-160 revr, looks and works like 
new. $65.00. 12 Inch B&W TV, perfect and clean $14.00. You 
pick up only. (all others plus UPS.) Andy Clark W4IVYT, 41 
Lenape Dr. Miami Springs, FL 33166 305 888-3874. 


——— aaa aetna eee eee 
SOMETHING IS WRONG WITH JUSTICE WHEN THEY LOCK 
UP THE JURY AND LET THE CRIMINAL GO FREF 


SPECIAL NOTICE 


HAMBOARS SHOULD BE SENT DIRECTLY TO NEW 
EDITOR JERRY KC4EHT ON MASTHEAD' IF SEND TO 
ME | WILL FORWARD TO JERRY WITH SOME MAILING 
TIME DELAY’. THANKS TO ALL FOR YOUR SUPPORT 
IN THE PAST 3% YEARS. 73/88 Andy Clark W41YT. 
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The LITZ System 


-by Gerry Wentz, Managing Editor 


Frequently, I’m asked to explain what in the heck LITZ 
means. More recently, it was stated to be a feature on some 
of the controllers that are advertised. While reading the 
current issue of WorldRadio, I came across a_ suitable 
explanation which I edited somewhat and hereby pass along 
to our readers. /gw 


LiTZ stands for Long Tone Zero. Here’s how it works. 
On your receiver (or scanner) you install a LiTZ decoder 
box. When someone needs assistance, they key the repeater, 
and press the zero key for six seconds. The LiTZ decoder 
uses about three seconds of the zero tone and turns on the 
radio speaker with the remaining three seconds alerting you 
that the LiITZ has been activated. 


The LiTZ system is becoming a standard in many areas. It 
would allow people passing through an area to summon 
emergency aid on a local calling repeater. Persons who need 
or want to monitor a repeater for emergencies but don’t want 
to listen to late-night chit chat or required repeater IDs find 
the LiTZ system ideal. A LiTZ system can be used to call up 
groups of individuals with one LiTZ alert. 


The ARRL board of directors approved this as_ the 
national alerting system for repeaters. According to QST 
(October 1992) LiTZ repeaters will be designated in future 
Repeater Directory listings. 

-edited from Search & Rescue Communications, WorldRadio, 
March 1992: 


Editor’s Note - My greatest concern about this simple, 
inexpensive, and efficient system is its susceptibility to 
abuse by the growing number of clowns infesting our 
hobby. 


North Florida BBS Statistics 


February 1993 
-submitted by Dave Sutherland, NSGMU 


CALL BULLETINS PERS NTS TOTALTYPE* 
AA4RU 2168 576 Dike. RZE7OS: new Bis 
K4GBB 548 301 55 904 B 
K40ZS 674 332 Bese YOO Ls vlinkt 
KA4GDV_ 564 174 1 739 B 
N4DWY 1272 2516 787 4575 B 
N4GMU 1163 426 59 1648 BH 
WD4HIM 1019 1483 86 2588 B 


Total NTS traffic for NFL: 1054 


Those SYSOPS not reporting are requested to do so. 
Send your reports to: 


SOUTH FLORIDA 
WS8DUV @ W8DUV,#TPA.FL.USA.NA 


If you need a log analyzer, please contact Charlie, 
K4GBB @ K4GBB.#CITFL.FL He will supply you with his 
SAR112 program. It will extract the information from your 
log files and put it in the correct format. It works with most 
all systems including FBB. 


*Type B=Full Service H=HF Ports 
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_ Melbourne, FL 32935 


- Boynton Beach, FL 33426 


THE P.1.0. OFFICE 


_ In March I was appointed Public Information Coordinator 
for South Florida. In this position I have endeavored to find 
people willing to be a Public Information Officer (PIO) for the 
League, at least 1 per county. The result is PIO’s for Brevard, 
Broward, Collier, Dade, Hillsborough, Manatee, Monroe, Palm 
Beach, and Pinellas. As you may have noticed there are quite 
a few counties missing from the list; namely Charlotte, DeSoto, 
Glades, Hardee, Hendry, Highlands, Indian River, Lee, Martin, 
Okeechobee, Osceola, Polk, Sarasota, and St. Lucie. 

Good publicity for amateur radio is very important, 
especially to counter negative press. The idea of the PIO is to 
establish a contact point for the local media — before an event 
happens. Simply put, a Public Information Officer (PIO) is a 
ham who regularly contacts the media concerning Amateur 
Radio happenings, local, national and international. PIO’s 
receive regular mailings from the League’s Public Relations firm 


~ with tips on improving communications with the media. The 


PIO does not replace the local club’s Publicity chairman, but — 
compliments it, filling in the gaps for the total county. 

A PIO is willing to help their fellow hams recieve Positive 
media attention. It’s primary function of publicity is usually 
handled with a few letters and answering phone questions from 
reporters. The PIO is an official appointment of the ARRL, and 
as such, the individual must be a League member. If any of your 
readers are interested in helping out the League in this ‘new’ 
position, I would ask them to contact me at the below address. 


Alan M. Gauzens : 

Public Information Coordinator PIO, Hillsborough County 
South Florida Section Ken Harcom, KD4ELV 
1271 Royal Oak Drive 1416A E. 140 Avenue 
Dunedin, Florida 34698 Tampa, FL 33613-4221 


PIO, Brevard County PIO, Manatee County : 
Gerry Wentz, KC4EHT Franklin Morton, AC4MK 
672 Indian River Drive 2305A 52 Ave. Drive, West 
Bradenton, FL 34207 


PIO, Monroe County 
Eva Dunlap, KO4RY — 
275 51 Street Ocean 
Marathon, FL 33050 


PIO, Palm Beach County 
Brian E. Fuente, KB4YPA 
3101 Merrill Avenue “Ween 
West Palm Beach, FL 33405 
PIO, Pinellas County _ 
Duane Archibald, N4aWDH 
408 Evergreen Drive 
Oldsmar, FL 34677 


PIO, Broward County 

Mark Parmley, WA4UHC 
815 W. Boynton Beach Blvd. 
Apt. 15-201 — 


PIO, Collier County 
Donn Brown, WB8RAZ 
4914 30th Place, S.W. 
Naples, FL 33999 


PIO, Dade County 
Richard Vahan, N4PBF 
METRO Dade Film Office 
10165 S.W. 103 Avenue 
Miami, FL 33176 i 


SKIP ON TAPE FOR SIGHTLESS 

This NOTICE is to advise all concerned that according to | 
Ms. Desaree Stewart of the Library for the Blind, P.O. Box 
2299, Daytona Beach, FL 32015 Phone 1-800-342-5627 that 
FLORIDA SKIP is put on tape each month. These tapes are © 
offered for the asking with postage paid both-ways. Miss — 
Stewart advised that when SKIP closed down while Ye — 
Editor-was sick, all SKIP addresses were emoved from the — 
computers and now anew list will haveto be builtupagain. | 
So if you know of anyone (sightless) who would like to be - 
put on this list, write or call and give them your mailing 
address as soon as possible. tie BRS 


Another view of antenna ruling 
-by John Radzik, N2RK 


David K. & Sharon T. Brower, WA4NST & N4XLF 
respectively of Vero Beach, Florida recently lost a two-year 
legal battle over their 68’ radio tower and antennas. In the 
Final Judgement for the plaintiffs (seven households) Judge 
Charles E. Smith of the 19th Judicial Circuit in and for 
Indian River County, Florida has found the radio transmis- 
sions to be a noxious and offensive activity, the appearance 
of the tower and antenna an annoyance and nuisance to the 
neighborhood, and quoting the Final Judgement, ‘‘This large, 
(87’) tower and antenna sticks out like an eyesore to this 
subdivision and neighborhood.’” Smith also broadly ruled 
that the tower is a building that exceeds the two story 
limitation for buildings in the deed restrictions and limi- 
tations of the subdivision. The deed restrictions are silent 
about antenna support structures. 


Pending appeal, Smith has stayed his order to remove the 
radio tower and antenna but has enjoined the Browers from 
further radio transmissions from their home! If the Browers 
are not successful with the appeal, this case will set a 
dangerous precedent for any Ham who has a neighbor that 
does not like the appearance of his exterior antenna and 
alleges interference to home electronic appliances. Like the 
Browers, the Ham will be ordered by the court to remove his 
tower and cease radio transmissions. 


Author’s comments: The above item is a sad commen- 
tary on the United States justice system. Cases like the 
above have been fought and won all over the US. Why must 
we have to continue to fight local jurisdictions? Will the 
Browers have to spend perhaps ten thousand dollars to 
hopefully win an appeal in this case? If it’s not won, then it 
will set precedent against us in future cases. 


There must be a better way. Meanwhile the amateur 
radio community as a whole should go all out to financially 
support the Browers. 


- N2RK, Co-Editor, Tales of the Treasure Coast, Vero 
Beach (FL) Amateur Radio Club. 


*, DXCC FIELD CHECKING 
by Florida Skip Correspondent 
Carl Zelich, AA4MI 


The premier operating award of Amateur Radio is the DX 
Century Club award. The basic certificate is awarded for 
working and confirming at least 100 countries on the ARRL 
DXCC Countries List. 

A new program for field checking QSL cards for INITIAL 
DXCC certification is working. This program allows you to send 
your QSLs to one of the ARRL approved DXCC Field 
Representatives. This does 2 things. First, your DXCC 
certification can get processed quicker, and second, it alleviates 
the burden on the ARRL Headquarters personnel. 

The current list of DXCC Field Reps, recently provided by 
Frank Butler, Jr.. W4RH, ARRL SE Director, are: in 
Jacksonville’s North Fl. DX Club Bill Hicks, K4UTE, and 
Richard Know, WR4K; Tampa’s Fl. West Coast DX Ring Marv 
Westerdahl, KC2KU, and Harry Bellock, AA2X; and South FI. 
DX Club Harry Belock, AA2X, William Fells, W50G, Gary 
Fowks, K4MF, Joe Picior, WB40SN, Michael Raskin, K4KUZ, 
Peter Rimmel, K8UNP, and Mark Horowitz, WA2YMX. 


MESSAGE FROM M.E. - Continued from page 2 


for relief so one can go to the ‘‘relief room’’ Aka restroom. 


For awhile, you focus on the pain, but, after awhile one 
lapses into Terminal Stare. Your responses resemble digitally 
synthesized voice messages. Little things become a national 
crisis; like running out of ONEs and for the 914th time you 
tell someone that the maps are a quarter when the sign says it 
in 48 point type. But, bear in mind, I’m not a seasoned 
35-year veteran of the wars like Andy. I'll get there. 


After watching people of all shapes, sizes, genders, races 
pass by me; I wondered if Clinton, in stocking his cabinet 
with a “‘cross section of America’’, ever considered going to 
a hamfest. We ain’t all lawyers but we sure are a cross 
section. 


But, all is not bad behind the booth. Being a vendor has 
its perks. One gets to rummage around the tables before and 
after closing and wearing the vendor’s badges gets you 
preferential treatment (real or imagined). I made a pre- 
opening deal on a straight key Sunday morning. That was not 
an item I was shopping for but isn’t that the way it usually 
works out? I could never survive the rest of my life without 
that key! I found some nice multi-colored maps at the 
AMATEUR COMMUNICATIONS booth that will cover a 
sizeable section of the walls in the radio shack. Although I 
saw several thousand dollars worth of stuff I absolutely need, 
I managed to control my compelling urges to BUY NOW 
and check the inventory in my warehouse of unused and 
forgotten equipment for dupes. 


I survived my first solo flight into hamfest booth-tending 
and I can truly say that I really enjoyed it. I got to meet 


‘many of SKIPers and got some valuable input as to some of 


the likes and dislikes of the readers. That alone. was worth 
the trip. Already, I’m looking forward to my next encounter 
of the close kind but this time I will plan for a relief team 
and not depend on a doctor (Doc Staples, W4SME) 
happening by to rescue me in time of need. Thanx Doc fer 
all ur help! 


Gerry (KC4EHT) 


U SUBSCRIBE NOW OR 
1 BREAKA U FACE ! 


For some reason, Doc (W4SME) sold more 
FLORIDA SKIP subscriptions than anyone else at the 
Orlando HamCation 
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FLORIDA HAMFEST UPDATE 


Jul 31/Aug 1 


Sept 11/12 


Sept 25 


Sept 26 


Oct 2 


Oct 23/24 


Oct 29/30 


Nov 6 


Nov 20/21 


Dec 4 


LOCATION 
Gainesville 


Lake Worth 


Jacksonville 


Melbourne 


New Port Richey 
6630 Van Buren 
Titusville 


West Palm Beach 


St. Petersburg 
Inn 

Eustis 

Tampa 
Okeechobee 


S.R. 70 


‘‘Poorman’s’’ Hamfest 

Alachua Cty Fairground, SR <$TBL> 
24 & SR 222 

Talk-in on 146.820 

FREE Flea at Sunset 

Ridge Park 

A Street @ 14th mc North 
Talk-in on 146.670 

Prime Osborne Convention Center 
Cor. So. Lee and W. Bay Streets 
Talk-in on 146.76 

Melbourne Auditorium 

625 Hibiscus Blvd. 

Talk-in on 146.85 

Bradford County Fairgrounds 

US 301 and SR 100 

Talk-in on 145.150 

New Port Richie Recreation Center 
(Sunday only) <$TBL> 


Talk-in on 145.350 or 147.150 
FREE! At Arthur Dunn Airport 
Talk-in on 146.910 

Expo Center at South Fla Fairgrounds 
SR 80 just east of US 441 

Talk-in on 147.165 

QCWA National Convention at 

St. Pete-Clearwater Airport Holiday 


Talk-in on 145.290 

Lake County Fairgrounds 
Talk-in on 147.255 & 442.900 
Expo Hall, Fla State Fairgrounds 
Talk-in on 146.940 

Agriculture Center Bldg 

on U.S. 441, 1.5 miles north of 


Talk-in on 147.195 


SEND ADDITIONS OR CORRECTIONS TO: 


BILL BRITTON, KB4VOL 


8703 S.E. JARDIN ST. 
HOBE SOUND, FL 33455 * 


NEW POWERFUL ATV REPEATER! 
By Special Correspondent 
Carl Zelich, AA4MI 


a, 
sek a 
eS 


HAM TOWER - 


the way it looks so it must come down.’’ I could easily 
sense the anguish in Dave’s voice. ‘‘Have you ever 
considered moving to another neighborhood?’’ I asked. 
‘‘Gerry, I don’t have that choice anymore. I am more 
concerned about this issue and its impact on ham radio. I 
don’t want this to be a loss for amateur radio. I have spent 
thousands (of dollars) on this so far but I can’t back off now. 


Continued from page 1 


Yeah, it’s easy to say I'll move but I’m right legally. This is 


a federal issue now. I have to blow 10,000 dollars on the 
appeal and I don’t have a choice. I could move, but I’m right 
_as a ham. If I don’t pursue this, we (hams) are all screwed!” 


At the present time, the Browers are forbidden to transmit 
in any way from their present home or they will be held in 


contempt of court. Pending appeal, the Judge has stayed his — 


order to remove the radio tower and antenna. The Browers | 
are in need of moral support and financial support for a case 

that could have an impact on amateur radio. To this end, the 
Brower Defense Trust has been established. Anyone inter- 

ested in donating to the trust should submit their donations 

to: 


Brower Defense Trust 

James H. Thecien N4Z YX, Trustee 
2716 Robin Street 

Ft. Lauderdale, FL 32982 


DO YOU Ee EMBER? 
. the Therimen? 

It was the first electronic instrument to replace a musician’s 
piece, in this case a cello. It appeared in the early 1930s, and was 
manufactured by RCA. It was an oscillator, with an amplifier and 
a separate large loud speaker. By varying the distance between 
the left and a horizontal loop rod, the volume was controlled. The 


right hand was moved, sometimes with vibrato, toward a vertical 


rod to create the range musical notes. It was a perfect replace- 
ment for a cello. 
Last known use of this instrument was in motion picture or- 
chestras in Hollywood. 
A few years ago, QST or some ham magazine presented an ar- 
ticle complete with instructions on building one of these. 
— de Howard, K4FMJ 


— From Gulf Coast ane 


FLA. SKIP IRON-ON TRANSFERS! 


Large (4% x 4”) 
$3.00 ea. or 4/$10.00 
Small (1 x 1”) 
$1.00 ea. or 7/$5.00 


All orders must include self-addressed, stamped envelope. 
White only. Send check or money order to: ~* 


In Brevard County, the LISATS ATV Repeater, K4ATV 
now has a powerful signal on 421.25 MHz., with Bulletir 
Boards, direct satellite reception of NASA Select, W1AW CW 
Bulletins on video with CW audio, and other video, including 
repeated ATV! 

A unique feature is that the W1AW Bulletins are received 
in CW on h.f. and translated from morse code to text. The text 
is then displayed on the ATV video. 

To receive the ATV signal without a ‘‘down converter’’, use 
a cable-ready TV set. Connect an antenna to the cable input 
and tune the set to CABLE channel 57 (421.25). 

For further info, contact K4RBD, 407-783-7202. 
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NOTICE SNOW BIRDS... 


PLEASE — when you FLY North or South, or any other place, | 
please let us know at least 2 to 3 weeks in advance. When you | 
move without advising us, the Post Office returns your SKIP and 
it costs us 35 cents for each issue. It used to be 15 cents, but 
they increased it over 100 percent. Please help us oe a better 
job for you... Thanks!! Editor. 


*y 


